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CURSE or SENTINENT. 


LETTER 1 


MR. .. TO MR. H, LONDON» 


| L., September 26th, 

TN love that can be told is not 
worth telling ten thouſand tongues 
could not tell me more of Adelina's 
affection than I already know : nor 
can mine for her be half ſo well de- 
ſcribed by ſpeech, as it has been by 

Vol. l. expreſ- 
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2 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


expreſſion.ä— Vet, oh, my friend ! |] 
cannot be ſatisfied to leave her in this 


manner—my mind 1s torn to pieces at 


the bare idea of ſuch duplicity—ſuch 


uncandidneſs.—Myſtery and dark de- 
ceit hang upon my conduct, and muſt 
impreſs her tender heart with unfa- 
vourable opinions of my honour, and 
underſtanding; as well as cauſe her 
inexpreſſible ſorrow and anguiſh.— 
What can I do? My heart tells me 
that ſhe never can be another's! Ano- 
ther's ! 
whatever oppoſition my fituation may 


horrid proſtitution ! — And 


give to our being joined in marriage 


our hearts and ſouls are indiſſolubly 
united, Why, then, ſhould I diſſem- 
ble? Why put on the hypocrite, and 

| add 
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add a character to my love which 
would diſgrace it Diſgrace the in- 
fluence under which J act, and diſa- 
vow the ſentiment which I have fo 
cordially confefſed—and which ſtands 
alone in my ſoul! But you ſay “a 
declaration of my love, without ex- 
plaining my ſituation, would be an act 
of baſeneſs and diſhonour, and render 
me unworthy of the object of it.“ — 
True —* And to diſcover my fitua- 
tion, at this time when no remedy can 
be applied to it, would involve Ade- 
lina in miſery and diſtreſs— perhaps, 
deprive her of her reaſon—her life !” 
Oh, too true, my friend—too true ! 
—the horrid ſcene opens to my tor- 
Lured ſoul ſuch inextricable perplexi- 

B 2 ties, 
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4 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


ties, as preſent nothing but ſorrow 


and fad calamity. I will ſubmit—and 


rely on the accompliſhment of my 


dear Mrs. S.'s prediction. Perſe- 
vere, and Providence will reward you 
both.“ Yes, Adelina, I will perſe- 
vere, for thy ſake, to the laſt reſort 


of human miſery.— od bleſs you. 


Adieu. 


LE T- 
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LETTER IL 


MR, C-»>==- TO MR. H=, LONDON» 


L » - - -, September 27th. 


1 DREAD the time of my departure 


as. the condemned criminal does the 
laſt ſtroke of the bell which is to 


warn him to his fate ;—like his, all 


my moments are waſted and con ſum- 


ed in the conſtant anticipation of that 
event. Every time that I hear the 


hour told, my heart trembles and 
ſhrinks within its limits; and I feel. 
as if nature had compleated its courſe, 


B 3. and 


ͤ— — 
— PT 


' 
' 
9 
| 
| 
.£ 
( 
| 
. 
j 
| 
| 
| 
1 
i 


| 

' 
. 
td 
1 


4 "4, 
4 A i 
| 
( Bi 
1 : ' 
| 4 : | 
" 
j } wm 
Wo || 
_— 1: | 

: 1 
1 / 

60 * 5 

* 

1 [ ; 
38: 
ih At: 
[1 ; . 
144 1 
we 197 7: 

Tt * 
. 
* L1 N 
' - 
#.44 , 4 
A 115 
i ”y 
"yt 4 
* 
=_ 
wo 1 nf 
t lo = 1 
f 4, 
j 4 C 
+ i 
* 4 
[ * 4 
\ 7 ' 
/ Wo # 
4 4 
WH. 4 
oh s 
N 1 
1 * 
14 1 
1 4 
(1 is 
| N 


It 
1 
1 
„ 
ö 
5 
a 
: 
| 
4 


— 


1 = 
” 8 = 
* r 


© TRE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


and ſtood on the brink of eternal 
chaos —Oh ! my friend, what a ſitua- 
tion is mine! —If I ſtand fill, I 
periſh !—If I go forward, inevitable 
deſtruction muſt attend me !—It is 
now that the cold and wretched po- 
licy of man operates ſo ſtrongly a- 
gainſt me, and makes thoſe ſenti- 
ments a curſe, which Nature de- 
ſigned ſhould be a bleſſing Why 
do I poſſeſs ſenſations which deſtroy 
all my happineſs, and make me wiſh 
that I had never been born? Or, ra- 
ther why was not my native land the 
ſoil of happier climes than thele ? 
Climes, where the conſequences of 
refinement have not reached, nor the 


baſe and ſordid arts of man peryerted 
the 
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the free and liberal courſe of nature; 
yet do not h oh my God] impute to 


me the impious crime of reviling thy 
Wiſdom or condemning thy Works ! 
No !—It is the wretches who are 
hudaled together in this corner of thy 
world, who excite my contempt, and 
draw forth my ſoul to murmur and 


complain. They have arrogated to 


themſelves a power ſuperior to thine ! 


they diſpraiſe thy wiſdom, and cry 
aloud for amendment in all thy crea- 
tion !—It is they who oppreſs my 
mind with grievous troubles, and im- 
poſe upon me burthens which make 
heavy all my calamities, ſo that my 
days paſs without hope or conſola- 
tion. B 4 
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8 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENTS? = 


Mr. S. has obligingly offered to at- 
tend me to C—but I have declined it, 
I ſhall be beſt alone.—T can then in- 
dulge my ſorrows without offending my 
*riend,—But I have ſtill a ſtronger rea- 
which you will not know until I 
cet Ireland. —You muſt not write 
to me again at this place—as I ſhall 


leave it before any reply to this could 


reach me.—In three or four days I 


ſhall go.— That thought is as the 


warrant of Death to a poor wretch 
after having epjoyed the hopes of 
Life. Adieu my dear friend, — 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 9 
LETTER III. 


UR. C- = TO MR. H „ LON DON. 
L -- - -, September 28th. 


Tnave been, taking leave of all 2 
the objects in and about the village, * 
which have become dear to me from 
having been noticed or frequented by 
Adelina and me in our rambles; and 
I will not tell you how variouſly I 
have been affected. The woods—the 
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fields the river the banks and ſeats Þ 


where we have reſted, and the haw- 
thorn buſh in the large meadow which. 
B 5. uſed: 


: 
"146 
: 
| 1 
+4 
1 
* 
os | 
+ 1548 
1} 
114 
TS | 
4 
" 
v4 
1 
i} 
* 
| 


—— — 


10 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 


uſed to terminate our walks—are all 
objects which have inſpired me with 
the deepeſt concern, and moſt grate- 
ful remembrance; and I parted from 
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would from the ſide of the grave 
where he had left a dear friend. —The 
river is about two hundred yards from 
the village —a very neat gravelled 
walk leads you to it, and a handſome 


Chineſe bridge carries you over it 
into a large and beautiful meadow, 
which is bounded on one ſide by the 
winding ſtream, and on the other by 

a tall luxuriant wood. To this mea- 
dow we have often reſorted — and in a 
fine evening have fat under a Folly 


| buſh, and contemplated on the fim- 


phcity and innocence of the ſheep 
and 
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and cattle which were feeding around 
us. It was our cuſtom, whenever we 
diſcovered any place or object of ſin- 
gular quality or particular beauty, to 
diſtinguiſh them with ſome mark of 
our obſervation and attention. In 
this meadow, near the edge of the 
river, is a {mall ſpot of ground, on 
which I erected a ſtone to denote 
that from thence you can ſee, through 
the opening of two ſloping banks on 
the other fide which cover the vil- 
lage, and gradually decline towards 
the river, the church—a large yew 
tree near ita dove-cote—and the 
tops of {ſeveral of the houſes in the 
village, with a view of a gentleman's 
feat on. the fide of a dark mountain 

at 
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12 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


at a great diſtance, Often have Ade- 


lina and I ſtood here with mutual 
pleaſure admiring the rays of the de- 
clining ſun playing on the gently 
gliding ſtream, as they were reflected 


from the church windows, or peeped 


through the ivy bordered openings in 


the ſteeple, while the curling water 
ſeemed to eddy back to enjoy again 
the purple and fiery tinge which it 
received from this ſport of Nature, 
A few yards to the right of this, and 


Cloſe to the river, is another ſtone 


which I placed to point out a grand 
and perfect echo. The ſounds pro- 
nounced from this place in a till 


evening, are reverberated ſo pathe- 


tically and diſtinctly, as to fill the ſoul 
with 
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with the ſweeteſt melody and ſub- 
limeſt admiration. — Here have we 
often indulged, under the ſanction of 
this inviſible and reſponſive babbler, 
in expreſſing ſentiments and hopes 
dear and near to our hearts, and 
warm in all our wiſhes. Oh my 
friend, have a care how you laugh 
at or blame me for droping a tear 
on theſe ſacred monuments of my 
paſt felicity—or revering, in ſighs, 
the memory of thoſe pleaſures which 
they have ſo often witneſſed. —It is 
harmleſs—and if a folly—it is fault- 
leſs.—I cannot proceed—good night 
my heart is full, 
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34 THE CURSE OP SENTIMENT, 


LETTER IV. 


MR. C---- TO MR. EB, LONDON, 


| L --- +, September 20: he 

IN the Regiſter of Time, this day, 
my friend, muſt ſtand alone, ſeparated 
from, and bleſſed above all thoſe 
which are already paſt, Objects which 
have either incurred our diſlike, or 
prompted our regard, generally re- 
tain theſe qualities, and have a laſting 
influence on the mind, although the 
cauſe that excited them. may have 
ceaſed to exiſt, But I cannot ſay I ever 
felt this obſervation ſo ſtrongly exem- 
plified 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, T5 
plified as I did this evening. Adelina 
and J were walking by ourſelves, 
Miſs S. having accompanied her mo- 
ther on a viſit, and our converſation 
was of that nature, which wholly oc- 
cupies the mind and excludes all other 
objects. We, therefore, were inat- 
tentive to our courſe, and wandered, 


without thought or deſign, until the 


river ſtopped us; ſuddenly looking 


around we inſtantly perceived that we 


were on the very ſpot that had ſo near- 


ly proved fatal to Adelina's life. We 
ſtarted back, mutually impreſſed with 
the recollection, and I caught hold of 
her with as much eagerneſs as if ſhe 
had been falling into the water.— 
Heaven preſerve my Adelina,” 1 


exclaim- 
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exclaimed, and hurried her away with 
ſome degree of violence from the 
bank; and ſo ſtrongly was I poſſeſſed 
wifh the apprehenſion of danger, that 


when we had. got about a hundred 


yards from the river, I ſtill continued 
retreating with precipitation, and 
ſhould longer have done ſo, had not 
Adelina haſtily quitted hold of my 
arm, land exclaimed, O my God! 
I haye loſt the ribbon from my neck,” 
and ſhe quickly turned round, and 


ſeemed to ſearch for ſomething, It 


is loſt, indeed,” ſhe ſaid, © let us go 
back, for I muſt find it.” Her pale- 
neſs and agitation alarmed me—we 
returned, and traverſed our ſteps until 


we had nearly reached the place on 


the 
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the bank where we had been ſo fur- 


priſed ar: our ſituation ; when Adelina 
haſtily ſi&hped forward and took up a 
ſmall caſe of white ſattin, which was 
faſtened to a narrow ribbon of garter- 
blue“ I have found it,” ſhe ſaid, 
and reſpired as if ſhe wanted breath— 
her confuſion was ſo great, that ſhe 
knew not where to put it, or how to 
diſpoſe of it, But ſoon recollecting 
herſelf, added, © Why ſhould I diſ- 
ſemble with you! I am not aſhamed 
but confuſed at the accident, though I 
could have wiſhed that it had not now 


17 


happened ; but if you acquit me, my 


heart will be at eaſe, as otherwiſe, it 
is unconſcious of having done wrong, 


And ſhe held it 


or given offence,” 
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18 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


out to me It was my own portrait, 


and a moſt ſtriking and forcible like- 


neſs. While wonder and aſtoniſh- 


ment, at the excellence of the drawer, 


fixed my attention on the drawing, 


ſhe came cloſe up to me, and reſted 
her arm on. my ſhoulder, deſcribing 


in what particulars ſhe had ſucceeded, 
and where ſhe had failed—1I could not 
fee the ſmalleſt fault.—“ You have 


always,” continued ſhe, ** praiſed the 
Art of Drawing ſo warmly, and often 
declared that you thought it the moſt 
elegant ornament in the education of 
an accompliſhed female; that, lately, 


I have taken much delight in practiſ- 


ing, and this was an attempt to ſec 


how far I could ſucceed in delineatins 
{rem 
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from memory only. It is my firſt pro- 
duction, and 1s as dear to me as the 
firſt-born to a fond mother, where, in 
both caſes, the lineaments of the ori- 
ginals are transferred entirely from a 
faithful and unerring imagination.” — 
And ſhe placed the drawing in her 
pocket-book.—< It is,” I reptied, 
« every thing that a pencil can do; 
yet had I the abilities to execute with 
equal ſkill—I could, from equal feel- 
ings,. produce a com panion to 1t—but 
I have not.— Oh, Adelina!“ I added, 
« the poſſeſſion of your portrait, done 
by the ſame hand, would be invalua- 
ble to me—Not that I want it to keep 
alive my remembrance, but to con- 
verſe with when abſent from the dear 
origi- 
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original.” —She held down her head, 


and for a moment muſed—* I have 
made ſeveral trials,” ſhe ſaid, © but 
they have all failed, nor, for my life, 
can I take any thing even tolerable : 
this is the beſt that I have done,” and 
ſhe opened her pocket-book, and pre- 
ſented me with a drawing of herfelf, 
I need not tell you how much I was 
delighted—There is great neatneſs in 
tt, but both features and character 
want expreſſion.—I tried to form a 
judgment of it by making a compa. 


riſon with the original—but every 


time I looked into her lovely face, I 
returned back to the drawing with 


leſſened opinions of its merit. To an 


different perſon, if any ſuch chere 
| could 
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could be in Adelina's preſence, who 
judge from the rules of the Art only, 
it would be eſteemed a very good per- 
formance - but to me, who have her 
image imprinted in my foul, it is 
lifeleſs and inexpreſſive.—Whilſt I 
was tracing the ſimilitude, ſhe ſtood 
by me, holding in her hand the pic- 
ture which was taken for her in Lon- 
don, and which I formerly mentioned 
to you.—“ I know,” ſhe faid, © it 
cannot pleaſe you—but here is one 
that will—and you ſhall have it, but 
on conditions only—an exchange ;” 
and the ſmiled with the benignity of an 
angel. perfectly underſtood her 
my picture was in my pocket, and 
the bargain was inſtantly completed. 
My 
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My heart leaped for joy—the fatis- 
faction was mutual, but not to be de- 
ſcribed —Having depoſited each our 
treaſures—ſhe took hold of my arm, 
and we walked back towards the vil- 
lage. 
The ſun was verging, in unclouded 
luſtre, on the horizon, and diffuſed a 
fluſh of ſmiling pleaſantneſs over the 
face of the whole country. The voice 
of the feathered race was heard 1n 
either the farewell ſong of day, or in 
the plaintive evening call, to ſettle to 
reſt ; and the innocent flocks and herds 
of cattle, in long frequented paths 
and peaceful ſtate, were moving to 
their homes, or completing their meal 
by a draFfht of water from the limpid 
ſtream. 
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ſtream. It was an evening of joy and 
pladneſs. — In moments like theſe, 
my dear friend, when ſome happy in- 
cident has compoſed the diſquietudes 
of the ſoul, and diſcharged from the 
breaſt all care and anxiety, when the 
heart fits ſmiling in peace and tran- 
quillity, and all the powers of Nature 
are aſſiſting to harmonize the ſcene ; 
the mind expands and opens all its 


latent wiſhes, hopes, and fears —ſo it 


cumſtance now, ſaid Adelina, * that 
reſts upon my thoughts to give me 
any material concern and uncafineſs— 
That Iriſh ſea—T have heard ſuch an 
account of it, as has created fears, 
which, in ſpite of my firm reliance on 
your 


was with us;—** There is but one cir- 
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24 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 
your prudence, and the care of Pry. 


vidence, embitter all my moments, 


and make me wiſh you had no fea to 


croſs.-Oh, Charles! how a certain 
paſſion magnifies danger !—and hear. 
tily glad ſhall I be when you have got 
ſafe back. I however think, that if 
there was a probable danger in the 
voyage, or no real neceſſity for you 
to make it, you would not go: this 
opinion is all the ſatisfaction that 1 
can furniſh to myſelf but you can 
give me perfect conſolation.” —She 
hefitated—I was ſilent.— I muſt 
confeſs,” continued ſhe, © that the 
unreſtrained freedom with which 
I ſpeak my feelings, might im- 
preſs ſome minds with unfavourable 
opinions 
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opinions of my honour and diſcretion z 
but I will not throw ſuch a cenſure 
on your underſtanding, as even to at- 
tempt an apology, or excuſe myſelf, 
by reſorting to the pitiful and com- 
mon-place ſubterfuges of the ſex's 
privilege and weakneſs, —At this time 
too,” and ſhe fighed ſo deſpondingly 
& I ought to have no reſerve, becauſe 
I have neither doubt nor diſtruſt, My 
diſpoſition is as free from levity, as 
my heart 1s open, uniform and con- 
ſiſtent ; and were I to ſhew, by either 
my conduct or expreſſions, ſentiments 
different to thoſe which my ſoul has 
formed, I ſhould be wholly unworthy 
of the man who has inſpired me with 
them, and of the fituation to which I 

Vo. II, 1 aſpire 
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aſpire in his affection and eſteem, 


I will wear no diſguiſe, but freely ut: 
ter what my heart feels—what it dic. 
tates. Let preſcribed faſhion be the 
rule of thoſe who have only vanity, 
pride, and family ambition to gratify, 
— have neither—No, my Charles, 
for I muſt call you ſo”—and ſhe ſtop- 
ped and turned full upon me.—“ No, 
I deſpiſe it all, - You have taught me 
to leave the common-courſe track of 
cuſtom and formality, and ſtrike out 
into a path that ſeldom has been trod; 
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never again have an opportunity to 
do, that—T love.“ A flow of tender- 
neſs, 
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neſs, warm from the heart, filled her 
eyes, and choaked the paſſage in her 
throat—and the half-finiſhed ſentence 
was loſt in an exceſs of tenderneſs and 
ſenfibility——My heart met hers.—I 
prefled her, in a tranſport of joy, to 
my beating boſom—her wet cheek 
reſted againſt mine—and her right 
arm was careleſsly thrown over my 
ſhoulder, —As I drew in the balmy 
breath which ſhe reſpired, my ſoul 
roſe to my lips—and, for the firſt 
time, I enjoyed the utmoſt bliſs that 
Chaſtity and Innocence allow — nor 
will the ecſtaſy of pleaſure which my 
foul imbibed from the delicious 
warmth and ſoftneſs of her mouth, 


ever be effaced. Heavens! what did 
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I then feel, what does the recollec. 
tion ſtill impart. Theſe moment; 
ſhould be regiſtered among thoſe 
which the angels call moſt bleſſed— 
indeed, my friend, they will atone for 
years of miſery, I thank thee, my 
adored Adelina, for this laſting 
conſolation which thou haſt given 
me—T never can forget it.— The 
keenneſs of her ſenſibility gradually 


' wore off—and Modeſty, the faithful 
guard of Virtue, took the alarm, 


ſhe hid her face in my boſom, as if 
aſhamed to meet my eyes. © I am 
ignorant,” ſhe faid, * how I have 
acted, have I done wrong? For J re- 
tain only a ſenſe of joy and pleaſure 
which is inexpreſſible, and pervades 
my whole ſoul.—I think I muſt be 

guiltleſs, 
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guiltleſs, or theſe ſenſations could 
not be ſo pure. — But tell me, my 
dear Charles, if to you I am inno- 
cent.“ As the ſpotleſs inhabitants 
of Heaven, my Love,“ I replied 
« Angels are not more perfect than my 
Adelina look up and bleſs me with 
thoſe charms on which my ſoul will 
feaſt with unabated ardor and affec- 


tion to the lateſt period of time.” — 


Oh that voice,” ſhe ſaid, “ which 
harmoniſes all who hear it''—and ſhe 
threw her lovely arms around my 
neck. The delegated ſpirits of Vir- 
tue and Modeſty ſtood ſmiling by— 
they came from Heaven by com- 
mand, to witneſs and record this act 


of generous, pure, and faithful love; 
C 3 and 
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30 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 
and with their pens of diamonds, 
marked the unſtained tablet with 
theſe words— 

The Souts whom Nature joins in loꝛe, 
need neither law „ nor bond, to make 
them faithful, chaſte, and happy. 

As I raiſed her from my embrace— 
« Let this,” ſaid I, © my Adelina, be 
our parting ſcene, for I find that I 
ſhoutd not have fortitude to ſupport 


a ſolemn farewell; when, from my 


own feelings, I foreſee how much 
diſtreſs it would occafion to you.“ — 
The tears were again renewed in her 
eyes — ſhe threw herſelf into my 
ready-extended arms with all the ex- 
preſſion of impaſſioned love and 
melting tenderneſs.— This laſt em- 
| brace 
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race then,” ſhe ſaid—and her arms 
were locked round me, while mine 
ſtrained her to my heart —Our ſenſes 
were loſt in a heavenly ecſtaſy of mu- 
tual and virtuous endearments—and 
the ſoul received a felicity in the 
preſſure of the ſenſitive lips which can 
never die. Yes, I have taſted the 
ſweets and ſeen the beauties of Hea- 
ven—but am debarred my right of 
poſſeſhon, and hurled back to a ſtate 
of probation, to undergo a lopg and 
uſeleſs purgatory. 

It was almoſt dark when we reached 
home—Mr. S.'s family was at, the 
Doctor's, and very uneaſy at our 
long abſence.—I had removed Ade- 
lina's fears about my voyage to Ireland 


—T had ſoothed her in other reſpects 
1 I had 
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— had even exceeded the impaſed 
neceſſity of my unfortunate ſituation, 


and given her an ampler ſecurity in 
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return for her generous and noble 


: = — 

* — — 
— __ * 
3 


f 3 — 

3 2 IT — = — 
f Tr g. 2 — dd St 
—— ſ— ́ͤ — — — Ir er 


love, than you, perhaps, think I 
ought ; — no matter —I have ſaid 
enough to make her happy—I have 
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reſerved ſufficient to ſatisfy the un- 
meaning laws of Honor. 

The joy that was diffuſed over her 
countenance, and diſplayed ſo ſweetly 
in all her actions will be an apology, 
if I have done wrong—which will 
not be rejected at the judgment ſeat. 
of Heaven—if it is at the bar of 
man. — The change was viſible to 


every one.— Mrs. S.'s penetrating eye 


went to my ſoul for the cauſe—and 
the 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 33 
the moment ſhe had an opportunity, 


ſhe whiſpered me, © Tam afraid your Wi 
heart has been unruly.” — It has ii 
been honeſt,” ſaid I, “ and that is an : a | 
atonement,—Say no more about it, 2 1 
my dear Mrs. S. you have nothing toy = i LY A 
fear. But I feel a great deal,“ Eel 1 
ſhe ſaid, and ſhook her head.— a * Ss \i 
It is impoſſible, my dear friend, * * | 1 
to conceive, far leſs to deſcribe, what F iff 
Þ feel from the occurrences of this Ih! 
day,—How ſoon, alas! are all my 1 
pleaſures darkened by the reflection of N 
what I am.— Was there ever ſuch: a {4 
woman as this ?—Can ſhe have an 


equal?—Impoſhble.—A mind ſo pure, 
fo innocent; a ſoul ſo ingenuous, ſo 
noble; and paſſions ſo chaſtly warm, 
C 5 and 
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34 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 
and ſo feelingly tender and ſympathe- 
tic.— Vet, while this beloved object 
tenders me her heart, and pours out 
her affections, I hang my head in 
+ filence, unable to look up, or ac- 
5 cept of this heavenly bleſſing.— And 


1 j 2 1 * l this from a cauſe which has neither 
a hs 


| fa place in my mind, nor a part in 
muy ſentiments. Am I not then fin- 


ning againſt conviction ! and damning 
the lot that God and Nature have 
preſcribed for me If I think fur- 
ther my brain will run to madneſs, 
Still, my Adelina ! Still ſhall thy 
honor and happineſs direct me! Do 
thou lead and I will follow! Thy 


footſteps cannot ſwerve from Vir- 
tue! 


To 
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To-morrow, if my ſpirits will ſup- 
port me, I ſhall write to you from 
this place for the laſt time, as I ſhall 
leave it the following morning, and 
you will not hear from me again un- 
til I reach Ireland, God bleſs you my 
dear friend. 
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LETTER V. 


MR, C==-=-- TO MR. H- "7 LONDON, 


L - - - -,, September zoth. 


1 WOULD gladly tell you how I 


* parted from my Adelina but I can- 


not—all I know is, that it has hap- 
pened, and here I am at two o'clock 


in the morning writing to you, —] 


believe that my conduct was not what 
1 had intended it—but who that loves 
as I do, that is beloved like me, 
could be governed by cold, unfeeling 
rules in her preſence My ſoul diſ- 
dainsto practiſe a deceit—and they tore 
me from her becauſe I ſpoke its feel- 
ings, 
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ings She thanked me for it every 
one was affected, my ſweet Miſs S. 
cried bitterly as her Father and Mo- 
ther led me from the Doctor's. The 
people in the village were all gathered 
about mel heard their lamentations 
—[ ſaw their tears as I paſſed but IL 
had none to return them l am not 
ſenſible what I have done—nor ſcarce- 
ly where I am going—I cannot read 
I cannot fleep—nor can I write to 
you—my calamities are great they 
almoſt overwhelm me.— 

Adieu Adieu, my dear friend. 


[The Editor thinks it neceſſary to 
acquaint the Reader, that the ſubſe- 
quent part of this Hiſtory, is not 
compoſed 
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late only to the lives and characters of 


compoſed of the regular correſpon- 
are ſelected, and extracts taken, as re- 


theſe two unfortunate perſons. 


dence of the part 


| 38 


2 - % ——_ : A204 _- 2 
- — — — — r 
E _ — — — — D - 45 — ＋ —— — — 


—— — 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 39 


LETTER VI. 


MR. C---=- TO MR. H, LONDON. 


Dublin, October 1 5th, 


] HAVE been here two days, but ſo 
little maſter of myſelf, that I have not 
been able to tranſpoſe my thoughts 
into language—T have recovered the 
ſenſe of perceiving objects, but I can 
neither taſte nor enjoy them. The 
weight that ſome time ago oppreſſed 
my breaſt, is returned with additional 
torce, and my heart 1s pulled down 
as if a ton of lead was faſtened to it 
but this is not all the anxiety of 
my 


— — —  - — — ö - 
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my mind 1s unſupportable. Veſter. 
day I received a letter from Mr. S. 
which has ſomewhat reſtored my 
heart to feeling and emotion.—He 
ſays a number of very kind and very 
friendly things, and he tells me, that 
Adelina would have ſupported the 
parting: with the utmoſt propriety, 
had not my violence and impetuoſity 
undbne every thing. — He mentions 
this behaviour of mine with all the 
delicacy and tenderneſs imaginable; 
but 1 find that I muſt have been 
wholly deprived of reaſon, for my 
actions were not only inconſiſtent and 
ridiculous, but exactly contrary to 
what I had propoſed and intended. — 
He ſays, that © Prudence and Diſcre- 
| tion'— 
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tion”—1 hate the words“ were ba- 


niſhed from my condu&.”—Ir is over 
let it reſt.— Adelina, during the 
night of parting, and all next day, 
was inconſolable — but, at the time 
he wrote, ſhe was quite ſerene and 
tranquil.— The ſweet angel began to 
reflect, that by ſorrowing at a ſepara- 
tion, which could not be avoided, 
ſhe was injuring the man ſhe loved in, 
the niceſt part of his honor, —This it 
was that compoſed her. To thee, 
my God ! does my heart render 
gratitude and thanks for having given 
to my Adelina peace of mind and 
healing comfort; and however thou 
dealſt by me, my ſoul ſhall neither 
murmur nor complain. Miſs S. is ſtill 


with 
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with her—* The one,” he ſays, ſeems 
to want conſolation as much as the 
other. The whole village is affected, 
but nothing can appeaſe the poor 


 Doctor—He is conſtantly under the 


inſtructions of his religious precep- 
tors; but his devotions and enthu- 
fiaſm do not leflen his grief for 
his abſent frien Why ſhould a 
wretch like me bring diſquiet to 
the hearts of ſo many worthy per- 


ſons? — Is it not a curſe to have 


ſentiments above the level of ſocicty ? 


Do they not, in ſuch a caſe, bring 
certain ſorrow and endleſs woe ? I 
feel they do! D 

to Mr. S. on my arrival, merely to 


I wrote a few lines 


acquaint hun of that event.—I ſhall 
addreſs 
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addreſs them all ſeparately as ſoon as 
my mind will enable me. —I long to 
pour out my ſoul to Adelina, 

I have had an interval of happi- 
neſs When I told you that I had 
a motive for refuſing Mr. S's com- 
pany to Cheſter I then premeditated 
a viſit to a certain cottage in N. and 


there J have been. But I ſcarce know 


how it happened, or by what means it 


came about, —All I know is, that in 
the evening of the day on which I 
left L. I found myſelf at the door of 
this peaceful dwelling, and the two 
lovely fiſters of Adelina jumping 
about the chaiſe and calling to their 
mama, that Mr. C. was come, for they 


inſtantly recollected me.—In a mo- 


ment 
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ment I was alive—animated—the con- 
denſed blood which ſurrounded the 
heart relaxed and flew into the lan- 
guid veins with a ſpirit that blazed 
like fire —What two charming girls! 


The youngeſt ran to the field for her 


grandfather—the other brought out 
her reſpectable mother—I folded her 
in my arms—the old man ſoon came 
home—how cordially did they take 
me to their affections I was a ſon 
and brother at firſt ſight.<I remained 
two days in this abode of happineſs» 
Heavens what have I not experienced! 
I reſted on the bed in which Adelins 
uſed to fleep—my dreams were re- 
freſhing and ſweet, yet I think my 
eyes never cloſed—her little fiſter 

ſhewed 
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ſhewed me the garden and the 
flowers which ſhe had planted be- 
fore ſhe went to ber Uncle's—I filled 
my pockets with them; and the 
two ſweet girls ſeeing my anxiety, 
and ſuppoſing it was a mere paffion 
for flowers, made me up, each, a large 
noſegay of the beſt which the ſeaſon 
had left.— The cruel ſea has withered 
them—to me they are ſtill green, 
and their fragrance ſtill ſweet. —Had 
you ſeen me looking at her ſpinning- 
wheel as it ſtood idle. in the corner of 
a back-room, where all the utenſils of 
houſewifery are depoſited, you would 
have thogght that the faſcinating 
Powers of enchantment had been in 
the machine.—I uſed to flip into this 
place 
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place unſeen, and awaken all the 
pleaſing ideas which my firſt interview 
with Adelina had created. —I bcheld 
her ſtill in the act of twirling the 
wheel, and drawing out the thread— 
I fill ſaw her lovely form moving in all 
the perfection of elegance and beauty; 
and her fine blue eyes ſpeaking to 
my ſoul.— Ves, my dear friend, I 
have been very, very happy—but tis 
over—I am not well—my head 1s 
giddy. 

Mr. M. received me with much 
ſincerity and politeneſs, and his wife 
and daughter are pleaſant women 
but I neither know the colour of their 
eyes, nor the form of their faces.—1 
find that I ſhall not be able to reſt 
long 
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long here. Solitude will ſuit me beſt, 
but it cannot be enjoyed with theſe 
people. They are perfect ſtrangers 
to ſenfibility—and their country is 
inimical to fine feeling. Company 
adds to my diſtreſs, and I can ſcarce 
{upport a decent appearance when | 
am in it—I am often addreſſed at 
table without making any reply until 
I am told of it; and when I look up, 
every one is ſtaring at me.—I am 
aſhamed and vext at myſelf, and wiſh 
that 1 had not come. I ſhould be 
happier with you, God knows ! 

I propoſe to write to you once every 
twelve or fourteen days while I am 
here—and I muſt mark circumſtances 


when they occur, for my memory wall 
hardly 
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day. My recollect 
If you wiſh to be happy, diveſt 


for the general good govern you— 
form none of your own—if you do, 
you will moſt aſſuredly be wretched.— 


hardly carry me back to the preced- 
yourſelf of ſentiment—let the opi- 
Adieu, my dear friend, adieu 
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nions which mankind have formed 
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LETTER VI 


ADELINA M. TO MR. C. AT DUBLIN. 


L 295 09 October 25th, 


Having been but little accuſ- 
tomed to writing letters, I ſhall ap- 


pear a very inſignificant correſpondent. 
even to you. I will, however, en- 
deavour to make amends for this de- 
ficiency; and, if I cannot write ele- 
cantly, I will honeſtly, —My letters 
{hall be the language of my heart— 
I will write to you as I uſed to talk to 
you—and if you can but underſtand 
me, that is all I wiſh. 
Your letter was, to my mind, what a 
Vol. II. D rich 
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rich and healing cordial is to a fick 
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ſtomach.—lt was ſome time before I 


—̃ — 


could read it regularly throughout 
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I ran over it ſo greedily with my eyes, 
that I had it all by heart before I had 
articulated one word. Now it is morc 
familiar to me than my prayers. For 
a week before I received it, I was 
very uneaſy and impatient.— I watch- 
ed the arrival of each poſt with ſuch 
heated anxiety and eagerneſs, that 
when the horn has ſounded, I have 
become motionleſs and inanimate; 
and inſtead of flying to the door with 
Miſs S. I have remained petrified and 
ſtupid—but as ſoon as ſhe returned, 
and her ſad face told my diſappoint- 


ment, then my feelings became active, 
and 
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and I was alive to all the variety of 
diſquietude which love, eſteem, and 
friendſhip ſuffer from a ſtate of ſuſ- 
pence and apprehenſion, Now my 
fears are happily over—you are well, 
and will ſoon return to England— 
how my heart thanks you for the joy- 
ful news! And, ſhall I ſee you again ? 
ſhall I fit by your fide ? hang upon 
your arm—and liſten to your ſweet 
and charming converſation ? Oh fly 
ſwift, ye moments, that theſe delight- 
tul views may be ſpeedily realiſed ! 
That this promiſed joy which ſwells 
my happy heart, may ſoon poſſeſs all 
my ſenſes !—] will complain—I will 


murmur no more.—Yet I am rather 


alarmed at one part of your letter, 
D 2 which 
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which looks like deſpondency.—Y oy 
can have no cauſe, my dear C—; 
let me intreat you not to indulge it 
it is a malady, when encouraged, that 
grows faſt, and very often proves 
fatal, Conſider the value of your 
health! for my ſake confider it. What 
would become of me, ſhould you be 
taken ill in a ſtrange country, without 
the care and conſolation of a tender 
nurſe and a faithful friend? The ccr- 
tainty of this would drive me to mad- 
neſs, All my wiſhes ſhall be com- 
priſed in one requeſt, do not then re. 
fuſe me. Let your heaith be your 
chief care—all other conſiderations are 
little—are nothing when balanced with 
this —Why are you unhappy does 


it 
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it proceed from any cauſe relating 
to, or dependant on me?—if it 
does-—baniſh it—think not meanly of 
my love.—You have already ſcen my 
affection overturn the moſt valuable 
and indiſpenſable attribute of the 
ſex, —Can. I go farther ?—Can I do 
more to make you happy ?—it I can, 
ſay ſo, my dear C. Be aſſured of 
this, that I can never be any thing but 
what you wiſh me, and I will try to 
be all that you want me. I am ſatiſ- 
fied, that from paſt actions you can 
have no uneaſy reflections. Your 


mind 1s too pure, and your honour 


too nice to admit of ſuch a ſuppoſi- 


tton.—Should your circumſtances be 


the cauſe—ſhould they be inadequate 
D 3 to: 
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fo the generous purpoſes of your love, 
and lead you to heſitate on any mat. 
ter which regards me, be convinced, 
my Charles, that wealth is a-thing of 
little conſequence in my eſtimation.— 
The wants of Nature are few, and 


eaſily ſupplied—thoſe of Luxury are 


unlimited, and difficult to be obtain- 
ed—I want them not. The one 
brings health and peace of mind, the 
other diſeaſe and diſquietude.— With 
me there is no alternative. The brown 
cruſt and the cryſtal ſtream would be 
a far more welcome entertainment to 


me —if you was by, and ſmiled upon 


the meal, than would the moſt coſtly 


viand and delicious wines —if you did 


not blefs them with your preſence, or 


your 
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rour mind was not perfectly at eaſe.— 


have accuſtomed myſelf to look no 
higher than the portion of an humble 
lot—and I have been fitted for it by 
education and inſtruction.— The do- 
meſtic management of a cottage 
would more happily ſuit my wiſh 
than ſwaying the univerſe —My am- 
bition has but one object making 
happy the man that I love ; and it is 
wholly indifferent to me, in what 
ſituation I ſhall act to accompliſh it. 
And ] beg for my ſake, that you will 
diſcharge from your mind all fears 
which have no real ground of exiſt- 
ence —Tell me but, and tell me 
truly, that you are well and happy, 
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and I ſhall be the moſt completely 
bleſt of all my ſex. 

My Uncle 1s much worſe than when 
you left us—your abſence has viſibly 
affected him, and he frets very much 


on that account ;—he has often at- 


tempted to write to you, but he can- 


not pleaſe himſelf. When he has got 
half down a ſheet, he finds out ſome 
fault, tears it, then begins another, 
which finiſhes in the ſame manner,— 
He deſires me to ſay every thing af- 
fectionate and friendly for him to 
you.—Miſs S. is conſtantly with me. 
Oh my Charles, you know not half 
the worth of this dear girl I know 
your eſteem for her ſhe greatly de- 
ſerves it.— Our hearts are reciprocally 
opened 
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opened to each other, and we live in- 
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the enjoyment of a mutual confidence 
and affection, which rarely ſubſiſts 


between females Mr. and Mrs. S. 
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rents. I cannot tell you of their kind 
neſſes to me, and. their. affection for 
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you. 41 
My mother and ſiſter Anne have” 
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wrote to me, and full of the happi- 
neſs which a late viſit occaſioned 
they know not how to expreſs them- 
ſelyes indeed I do not perfectly un- 
derſtand them. I need not aik. how it 
is, that wherever you go, there Hap- 
pineſs and Pleaſure. dwell my heart 
anſwers this queſtion. What more 
can I ſay than repeat what is neareſt 


D 5. 


h your company,—May 


again wit 


my heart—take care of your health— 
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and, with all convenience, bleſs me 


Heaven protect my Charles. 
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LETTER VIII. 


LR, C02 TO MR. H ==, LONDON, 


Dublin, November 20th, 


My taft letter would inform you 


what had happened tome—to whom L 
had wrote, and from whom I received 
letters. Adelina has ſet me ſuch an ex- 
ample, and urged me by ſuch power- 
ful motives, her health and happineſs, 
to be chearful—that I try to baniſh 
Sorrow, and to ſmile—but, alas, my 
heart is refractory, and will not act 
againſt its feelings and ſentiments.— 
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The load at my breaſt increaſes daily, 


and its languid influence pervades my 


whole confſtitution—between you and 
me, my health is much impaired. 
I have met with a new affliction— 


my ſentiments are all deranged—and 


the wounds in my heart are opened. 
to bleed afreſh —My poor friend, Mr, 
A. from England, whom I told you 
that I had fortunately met with here, 
is no more! What a ſcene have I wit- 
neſſed -I fat by his bedſide while he 
lived, although he was ſeldom ſenfible 
of my concern and attention, I ſaw 
him breathe his laſt—I cloſed his dif- 
torted eyelids—and I have ſeen him 
wrapt in his winding ſheet, and laid 
to reſt in a cold—dceep—grave.— 

Theſe 


- 
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Theſe things have all happened—but 
do not feel myſelf affected by them 
in the manner I formerly ſhould have 
been, —I was much attached to him, 
not only from his great abilities, and 
amiable qualifications, but from his 
good heart, and warm ſenſibility.— 
Theſe had long ſince created my 
eſteem and regard—but his fate has 
carried me as far as affection can go 
and I revere his memory with a more 
fervent love, than. the moſt zealous 
Catholic does that of a fainted relic.— 
His ſtory would excite pity from the 
keart of ſtone, and J believe there are 


but three beings in the world who 


would not weep at the recital.—It 


has almoſt changed my nature, and 


the 
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the no leſs powerful habits of life.— 
am puzzled I doubt—nor dare], for 
my ſoul, form a poſitive opinion on 


any thing, which either ftrikes my 


ſenſes or employs my thoughts! 


Alas, he fell a victim to that ardent 
paſſion which is inevitably conſuming 
your unhappy friend but the objects 

and incidents are widely different. 
Some time ago he attached himſelf 
to a Lady in London. Their affec- 
tions were mutual, and they knew no 
happineſs but in each other.— My 
friend, whoſe generous nature and 
unſuſpecting heart had led him to 
actions which had leſſened his fortune 
and circumſcribed his hopes, came 
over to Dublin with a view to ſettle in 
ſome 
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{ome line of commerce more ſuited to 
his narrowed circumſtances. The 
Lady highly approved of this plan, 
and was to have followed him ſo ſoon 
as he had made a ſettlement to his with 
—but he ſoon found that the inactive 
genius of the people, and the wretched 
policy of the country were poſitively 
againſt him, and he was on the point 
of returning to England when I arrived 
here—The amiable and affectionate 
behaviour of this Lady, when he part- 
ed from her to undertake this journey, 
was ſuch as permanently confirmed, 
and, if poſſible, increaſed his love and 
regard for her. She not only engaged 
herſelf to him by the moſt folemn 
promiſes—but gave him every affur- 


ance 
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ance and ſecurity. which honour and 
affection could ſuggeſt, to make him 
eaſy and happy during a temporary 
ſeparation.— And her firſt letters to 
him were the moſt warm. and affec- 
tionate of any I ever read; they ſeem- 
ed to expreſs, in a language of pecu- 
lar energy, the ſentiments and feel- 
ings of an honeſt and faithful heart. 
But it was not ſo—her letters, for 
ſome time preceding my arrival, had 
worn the complexion of coldneſs and 


indifference. —My friend was alarmed 


at ſo palpable a change, yet his gene- 


rous diſpoſition could not ſuſpect a 
woman of infidelity and deceit, from 
whom he had received ſo many proofs 
of a contrary nature,—He aſcribed it 


to 
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to illneſs, and was waiting the return 
of an anſwer to determine his depar- 
ture from hence when I firſt met 
him.—His diſtreſs was unſpeakable 
and I adminiſtered to him ſuch con- 
ſolation as my judgment pointed out 


to be the moſt ſuited to his ſituation, 


and confiſtent with the conduct of the 


woman whom he had deſcribed to 
me.—He, however, was ſoon relieved 
from all ſuſpence and doubt.—A friend 
of hers who had obſerved, and much 
diſapproved of her conduct, wrote to 


him, and informed him of particulars, 


which, to any but himſelf would have 


been poſitive evidence of her infideli- 
ty,—Still he diſbelieved—he wrote to 


her in terms of the moſt pathetic af- 
fection, 
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fection, tenderneſs and ſolicitude 
but ſhe evaded a plain anſwer by a 
palpable meanneſs, which to me eſta- 
bliſhed her guilt. —At laſt ſhe plunged 
the dagger to his heart.—The fatal 
letter arrived wherein ſhe confeſt her 
apoſtacy and baſenefs, by acquaint. 
ing him; that her fiſter had command- 
ed her never to ſee him again, and to 
place her affections elſewhere, with 


which injunctions ſhe was obliged to 


comply.—My poor friend could ſtand 


it no longer—his mind was weakened 
by his diſappointments—his fortune 
loſt—his hopes blaſted—and the wo- 
man he adored falſe ;—formed alto- 
gether a combination ſo powerful, 


that he ſunk under the cruel oppreſ- 
ſion, 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 67 


fon, and his reafon, which was an 
ornament to human Nature, was totally 
deſtroyed and laid waſte Who is he 
that will ſay, Had it been my caſe, 
I would have deteſted this woman—a 
worthleſs wretch like her—a mind ſo 
black—ſo infamous—could have no 
power over a man of ſenſe.” —1I will 
anſwer, that ſuch a perſon does not 
exiſt, or has never loved. The heart 
and affections of my friend were en- 
gaged, permanently engaged, by a 
diſplay of all the amiable and deſira- 
able qualities of Nature ;—by mutual 
endearments, confidence and honor; 
and by the trying circumſtances of 
poverty and misfortunes.—Woe then 


to the man, who will ſay, that in ſuch 
a caſe 
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a caſe, he would have ſhook off the 
attachment.— 

I was fortunately preſent when he 
received the fatal letter. While he 


was reading it, the various workings 


and changes in his countenance ex- 


plained the contents to me, and fo 
ſoon as he had finiſned—“ This,” ſaid 
he, © is the laſt ſtroke of fortune—ſhe 
can go no farther.” And he ran to his 
bureau, took out a parcel of letters, 
which he threw about the room in a 
violent rage; tore her picture from 
his neck, and flung it on the carpet 
« Begone,” he ſaid, once the dear- 
eſt emblems of ſincerity, tenderneſs, 


and affection—now, the unbluſhing 


evidence of baſeneſs, infidelity, and 
diſho- 
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diſhonour.“— He was filent for a few 
moments—his hands clenched toge- 
ther, and his eyes pointed to Heaven 
in a look of deſpair and wildneſs, the 
moſt piercing and pitiable I ever be- 
held,—I endeavoured to direct his at- 
rention to ſomething elſe, but he nei- 
ther anſwered nor noticed me. Hay- 
ing continued ſome time in this dif- 
treſsful fituation, he fixed his eyes on 
the picture and letters which lay ſcat- 
tered about on the carpet, and calmly 
gathered them up, and put them into 
his boſom : he then walked about the 
room in a muſing and thoughtful man- 
ner, his arms folded, and his head 


hanging down. At length he broke out 


into the moſt violent rage“ I know 
the villain,” he ſaid, © who has pol- 
luted 
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luted the mind of my- Oh, may 
curſes great as mine for ever be his 
portion!“ He tore his hair from his 
head- in handfuls—daſhed his face 
againſt the wainſcot, until the blood 
guſhed from every part of it nor had 
I ſtrength to reſtrain him.—He then 
threw himſelf upon the floor with ſuch 
violence, that the whole houſe ſhook, 
I rang the bell—the Gentlewoman of 
the houſe, a good creature, came; he 
ſprang up when ſhe entered the room, 


and would have moſt certainly deſtroy- 


ed her, had I not, with the utmoſt 


difficulty, held him until ſhe made 
her eſcape down ſtairs. Her huſband 
came running up, and, with his help, 


I confined him in a chair until more 


aſſiſt 
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aſũſtance was procured, when he was 
obliged to be bound down on the bed. 
He made ſeveral attempts on my life, 
as well as his own. The phrenzy and 
a burning fever continued, with few 
and very imperfect intermiſſions, un- 
til the morning of the day on which 
he died, when he became quite calm 
and ſenſible of his approaching end. 
He had every care, advice and aſſiſt- 
ance which could be procured but 
his brain was ſeized with a flame that 
nothing could quench—I never left 
him while he lived - and it is impoſ- 
ſible to tell you what I have ſuffered 
and how I have been affected —his 
fad and cruel hiſtory is indelibly en- 


graved upon my memory, and I wiſh 
it 
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it was poſſible to inflict an adequate 
puniſhment on the diabolical authors 
of his ruin—but that cannot be done, 
Ihe miſerable policy of mankind 
furniſhes no law to puniſh this ſpecies 
of ſeduction and infidelity, although 
they are crimes which in enormity, 
and deſtructive tendency, far excced 
thoſe of murder and robbery, 

When his ſenſes returned, and after 
laying quiet for ſome time, he begged 
to be alone with me.—Having given 
me a clear and diſtinct account of 
every thing relating to himſelf and his 
affairs, he fixed his eyes on me and 
added, Be not ſurprized nor angry 
at me, but my heart ſtill doats on this 


woman. The ſentiments I had form- 
ed, 
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ed, and the ideas of happineſs ſhe 
had created, cannot be eraſed even 
by her baſeneſs; and, in theſe laſt 
moments, my thoughs are wholly em- 
ployed about her welfare. The little 
property that I ſhall leave behind 
me will not enrich any one, but how- 
ever ſmall, or of whatever kind it 
may be, it is my poſitive wiſh that 
ſhe poſſeſs the whole of it when I 


am gone: And in leaving this in. 


charge to you, I know that it will be 
executed with honor and delicacy— 
for I wiſh that neither her name nor 
memory may be upbraided with my 
fate. When ever the day of retribu- 


tion comes, it will fall too heavy on 


her head,—I have only one requeſt to 
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make for myſelf, — This picture I 
wiſh to accompany me 1n the grave, 
and I earneſtly defire that you will 


ſee it laid upon my breaſt, where the 


faithleſs original ſhould have reſted, 


and we will moulder into duſt toge- 
ther.” He turned away his face, and 
a flood of tears waſhed his pale 
cheeks. He lay quiet and compoſed for 
ſome time I entreated him not to 
give way to ſuch gloomy thoughts— 
that his health would be reſtorcd, 
and that he had yet many years to 
live and much happineſs to enjoy.— 
* And can you,” he ſaid, with vehe- 
mence and anger, ** think ſo mean- 


ly of me?—Can you ſuppoſe that I 


have a wiſh to live and crawl about 
| this 
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this wretched world, when the charm 
that fed my life is gone. Oh, no, my 
friend ! Death is already creeping 
through my veins and ſtealing to my 
heart; but were it otherwiſe, there 
are reſources, to get rid of this load 
of miſery, to which I ſhould neither 
be afraid nor aſhamed to apply—if 
miſery cannot be ſeparated from life 
—life can from miſery—a plain indi- 
cation that it ought.— All within my 
narrow circle being laid deſolate and 
waſte, ſhould I be blamed for leaping 
the boundary when the poſſeſſion is no 
longer tenable? What is the life of 
man ? An impoſed inheritance, forced 
and obtruded upon us without our 
knowledge and conſent !—We were 

E 2 puſhed 
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puſhed into the world, and compelled 
to take the j journey of life, without be- 
ing made acquainted with either cauſe 
or conſequence. —We had not even a 
negative in the tranſaction. The only 
power given to us, was a reſerved 


choice, a ſubſequent option, depen- 


dant on the circumſtances which 


ſhould ariſe in the proſecution of this 
arbitrary journey. We have there- 
fore a right, if we have a power, to 
make its duration ſuitable to our plea- 
ſure ; and, that whenever a bar ſhall 
impede or interrupt the harmony of 
our purſuit, we are.not to ſtand: vainly 
fretting at the incident, or contend- 
ing with the Power that placed it 
there—but freely and nobly reſign 
what 
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"what we cannot any longer hold on 
terms equivalent to thoſe paſſions and 
ideas which that original power placed 
in our natural habits. Am I to blame 
for what has now be fallen me could 
] avoid the cauſe, or can I remove 


the effect? -I neither made nor mea- 
ſured the road - nor did J apportion 


the burthen to the back !—Why was 
I not then formed in every reſpect 
adequate to the lot preſcribed > Why 
was I deſtined to a taſk ſo far above 
my abilities? Why was there not an 
equalization of powers and proper- 
ties? Ought I to be accountable for 
a deficiency in the execution, when 
the deſign and ſtructure are to me in- 
explicatives ? Ought ] to ſuſtain an in- 
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tolerable load for fifty years—when 
I can lay it down, the only alterna- 
tive in my power, in five minutes ?— 
Surely not,—Can man thus eircum— 
ſtanced govern paſſions, whoſe origin, 
nature and tendency, are wholly hid 
from him ?—Abſurd !—ridiculous — 
Can he, by ſpeculation, avoid the con- 
tagion of diſcaſes, or the effects of the 
varied ſeaſons? Can he by phyſical 
enquiries, account why a face, a 
ſhape, a feature, ſhall poſſeſs the brain 
with madneſs ? Can he by philoſo- 
phical diſquiſitions ſubdue the phren- 
zy of a fever, or reſtore to calmneſs 
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and moderation the ravings of a lu- 
natic 2 Moſt weak !—mofſt pitiful !— 


As well may he reaſon with a dog 
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run mad, or attempt to filence with 


a whiſper the raging tempeſt of com- 


bined elements !-—As well may he 
confine with a cord, the ſwollen 
ſtream within its banks; or bind up 
the impetuous and inceſſant rains in 
a ſheet, as confine the mind of man to 
a preciſe ſyſtem, and fay, © Thus far 
thou ſhalt go, but no farther,” The 
heat, with which he uttered this, 
was the laſt blaze of that fire which 
uſed to illuminate his foul with all 
the rich and ſhining fancies of an un- 
bounded genius. He continued to- 
ſpeak, but he was ſo exhauſted, and 
his weakneſs was ſo great, that what 
he ſaid was unintelligible. After 
this he lay quiet and compoſed 
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for near three hours—then turning 
his head, he faintly defired me to tie 


the picture about his neck, which in 
the morning he had made me hang 
by his watch at the bed's head.— 
« When you fee this woman,” he 
faid, „tell her, that to my lateſt 
breath I loved her—and my laſt“ 
His tongue faultered again, he reſted 
for a few minutes—I ſaw his lips 


move—T laid my ear cloſe to them, 


and could perfectly diſtinguiſh theſe 
words,“ May God for ever bleſs her, 
and give her comfort in the hour of 
death.” And he lifted up his dying 
eyes to Heaven—their brilltancy was 
gone—the vivid ſpark that uſed to 
ſhine ſo. bright—was. dim and undiſ- 

tinguiſhable, 
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tinguiſhable, and Death's baleful dew 
ſat upon his forehead. — His laſt 
breath was like the ſigh of a tender 
lover—and he paſſed out of life as a 
fatigued and wearied traveller goes to 


ſleep. If 

Oh, my friend ! how this unhappy 1 
man's fate and ſentiments have diſs 
treſſed me.—I am ill ſuited to com 
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bat with ſuch ſcenes every day am 


more and more unhappy—and I can 
ſee, by Adelina's letters, that it is the 
ſame with her,—The earth has no 
reſting place for me, 


E 5 LETz 


ö 
' 
| 
1 
4 
{ 
1 
i 
| 
[| 


. 
g Yau 
N 

— 


82 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 


LETTER IX. 
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L -- - -, November 24th. 


ITo communicate diſagreeable news 
2 one of the moſt unpleaſant offices of 

Io friendſhip, and I am grieved that 
ſuch a taſk ſhould fall to my lot— 
but the preſent is unavoidable, 

The poor Doctor, whoſe diſorder 
had increaſed to an uncommon mag- 
nitude — after languiſhing long and 
ſuffering much, died yeſterday morn- 
ing patient, ſenſible and reſigned, 
and I have not heard that he either 


murmured 
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murmured or complained, but for 


your abſence. 
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He ſent for me a few days before 


he died, and put into my hand a. 
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ſealed packet, Which he told me was 
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his will, and other papers relative to- 


his affairs Your abſence,” he ſaid, 


« had induced him to join my name 
with yours in the executorſhip with. 
2 view that Adelina, to whom he had. 
left all his property, ſhould not be- 


without the immediate aſſiſtance of a | "pk 
perſon able to direct her.“ This being 
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the caſe, I am obliged to take an 8 
active part in a buſineſs that 1 diſlike- # Fi 
—but there is a neceſſity for it that: Wallet 
cannot be got over. Wi h 
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ter and ſhe cannot be ſeparated but 


84 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


Adelina, as you. may ſuppoſe, is. 
greatly affected at her Uncle's death, 
but her good ſenſe, and the company 
of my wife and daughter, help to 
lighten the affliction, —Mrs. S. and my. 
ſelf much wiſh that ſhe ſhould remain 
with us for ſome time, —My daugh- 


her mother, who is expected here to- 
day, muſt determine this as well as 
many other matters. 
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LET INS © 
MR. H-=-= 10 MR. C W AT DUBLIN. 


EXTRACT, London, November 3otb, 


You will naturally conclude, that 
theſe reflections forbode ſome unfa- 
vourable circumſtance—They do ſo, 
but nothing has happened more than 
you had reaſon to expect—for when 
Right and Property depend on the 
wiſdom and juſtice of the Law, the 
tee-fimple will not ſell at fix months 
purchaſe, | 
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The diſputed cauſe between your 
brother and you was yeſterday deter- 
mined 1n the Court of King's Bench, 

efore Judge B. in his favour. My 
opinion of your right is not altered, 
but confirmed by this decifion.—The 


laſt deed of your grandfather, which 


lays ſo heavy a curſe upon your Mo- 
ther's memory, having been with-held 
by your peremptory order the in- 
ſtrument which ſhe ſigned a few mi- 
nutes before her death, conſequently 
took place, and your brother triumph- 


ed—becauſe your unjuſtifiable tender- 


neſs for the memory of a prejudiced 


parent kept back thoſe ſubſtantial 


proofs which would have infallibly 


ſaved your birth-right and fortune, — 
I have 
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have not patience with you our 
counſel have moved for a new trial on 
grounds which could not be refuſed, 
and if you will give up this ſentiment 
of protection to your Mother's honour 
and memory, there 1s little doubt but 
you will recover back your property. 
t is not the mere loſs that makes me 
ſo preſſing and earneſt for you to exert 
yourſelf to this effe&t—ſo far from it, 
that the circumſtance itſelf does not 
diſpleaſe me. My motives are to you 
no ſecret—but they will not admit of a 
diſcuſſion.— Vour loſs of fortune ſhall 
never limit your circumſtances — I 
have an ample one, and in ſharing it 
with you, I only gratify a paſſion 
which is the pride of my life for be- 
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lieve me when I ſay, that I would ra. 
ther be the choſen friend of Mr. C. 
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than the inheritor of a throne.—I am 
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accumulating wealth too faſt, and to no 
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one rational purpoſe, for I never intend 
to marry, and when I die you ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs the whole. We have lived in 


friendſhip from our infancy like bro- 
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thers—let us then, like friends, ſhare 
mutually a brother's inheritance.— | 
What I have done, and intend to do, 
ſhall be valid or void, as you ſhall de- 


clare, upon our friendſhip, what would 


have been your conduct in a like ſitua- 


tion: and thus it ſhall reſt until J 
ſhall ſee you. Let me intreat you not 


to ſuffer this loſs to affe& your po 


irritable fit uation. 
I could 
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I could wiſh you to leave Ire- 
land, and ſoon; I never imagined 
it a place ſuited to calm your 
troubles, but, I think, if we were to 
ſpend the ſpring months in France, 
we ſhould both benefit by it. 

The incloſed is for the purpoſe of 
buying ſome ſtuffs, which I muſt beg 
you will do for me, agreeable to the 
colours and quantitjes here mentioned; 
they are for preſents to ſome Ladies. 

Your brother is in London, and, I 


underſtand, greatly elevated at your 
late and preſent misfortunes —Unna- 


tural wretch !—-I hope we ſhall not 
meet! 
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TTTTER . 
MR, 0 TO MR. 1 LONDON, 


Dublin, zoth November, 


Th E wind having blown very 
ſtrong for ſeveral days from the weſt 
ward, no mails have arrived fince 
laſt Monday; and I am impatient to 
hear from you—from—from her who 
feeds my ſtream of life. 

Iam tired of this country, my dear 
friend muſt fly to you—to the bo- 
ſom of Friendſhip and Senſibility.— 
My mind ardently ſeeks for ſolitude 


and retirement, but it is not here that 


I can enjoy them. — The people are 
too 
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too polite to ſuffer me to be alone, — 
There are many beauties in the diſ- 
poſition and habits of the Iriſh, and I 
will always chearfully give my teſti- 
mony to their hoſpitable virtues— 
but cannot cordially affociate with 
them in all their pleaſures, nor join 
in all their friendſhips.—They are 
liberal to a fault; and, in the exten- 
five practice of this amiable quality, 
they greatly overbalance thoſe na- 


tional foibles which are ſo often and 


ſo uncharitably aggravated to their 


prejudice—indeed they are very un- 
tairly repreſented—and from ſuch 
repreſentations I came here violently 
prejudiced againſt them ; but my ex- 


perience and obſervations give a di- 
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rect contradiction to the detracor: 
of this generous country.—'Tis true 
that the common people in Ireland 
are in a more rude and uncultivated 
ſtate than thoſe in England—hut It 
ſhould be conſidered, that they hays 
been deprived of thoſe inducement; 


to civilization which the Engliſh have 


had ſo invariably and profuſely ap- 


plied to their paſſions and exigen- 
cies —The rewards of perſonal la- 
bour, which create a ſpirit of in- 
duſtry; and the purſuits of trade 
and commerce, which connect and 
make men ſociable, have been, and 
are, in a great meaſure with-held 
from them. It is therefore no won- 
der ta find the lower claſs of the 
| people 
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people indigent and idle. But thoſe 


in the elevated ranks of life the no- 


1 A 6 * 


— —u— — 
7 5 
tk. 


bility and gentry, are in no reſpect in- 
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ferior to the more poliſhed nations in 


Europe.—They are polite, humane, 


ES 


and unaffectedly generous.—The wo- 
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men, in particular, ſtand moſt de- 
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ſervedly in the higheſt eſtimation, 


and give a fair and elegant example 


in a diſplay of thoſe qualities and 


virtues which are the chief orna- 


ments of the female world—mo- 
deſty—fidelity and ſweetneſs of diſ- 
poſition ; and, I have found, here, 
one man, who poſſeſſes ſentiment and 
feeling, ſufficient to atone for the de- 
fects of a whole nation—he has both 
pleaſed and diſtreſſed me,—1 lately 


went 
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went to ſee the Dargle, a very fine 
glen, about ten miles from this city, 
Nature has been ſportive in its forma. 
tion, and there is a romantic wildneſs 
in 1t—very pleaſing to a fanciful 
mind— I like it.— One part of it is 
diſtinguiſhed by the Lover's Leap.— 
Tis a high jutting rock, that over- 
hangs a deep, ſolemn dell—whoſe 
ſkirts are waſhed by a ſmall, but very 
beautiful rivulet,—I expreſſed a wiſh 
to ſee this place ;—a poor peaſant, who 
ſtood by, all in rags, begged I would 


allow him to direct me to it. He 


had a very prepoſſeſſing face—fim- 


plicity and ſorrow were ſtrongly in- 
termingled in his features, and gave 


ſuch a ſhade of melancholy to his 
coun» 
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countenance, as excited attention and 
nity. He had a dark eye, full of 


ſoftneſs and penetration; and the 


moment I looked at him, I ſaw that 


he would underſtand me,—I followed 
him to the point of the rock. He 
held me by the ſkirts of my coat 
while I looked down. It was a fright- 
ful precipice—l ſhuddered, and turn- 
ed away, for my head was giddy with 
the proſpect.—“ It is a dangerous 
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leap,” ſaid I, “ my honeſt friend, 


At 


ow ers 
2 2 — 

9 3 
—— — — 
* —_ + 2 — 

+. - — * 
899 - - 
= , 
— 


for love to take.“ ““ It is indeed, 


dir,” he replied, „ but love is 
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Surpriſe is always heightened in pro. 
portion as the cauſe which excites it 
is removed from our expeCtation, [ 
had given up all hape of hearing any 
thing, even rationally pronounced 
from the peaſantry of this country,— 
I was therefore greatly aſtoniſhed at 
hearing a ſentiment feelingly uttered 
by a man of that deſcription.—The 


man became intereſting to me—l 


would have parted with half my for- 


tune to have removed the melan- 
choly that ſat upon his countenance.— 
I ſaw he had a tale to tell me—but 
difidence reſtrained him. * I fancy,” 
ſaid I, my worthy friend, you have 
been in love, and met with ſome 


cruel diſappointment, Can I al- 
fiſt 
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iſt you?“ “ You are very good,” 
he replied “ Alas! Sir, my unhap- 
pineſs will laſt as long as I live; 
but, if you pleaſe, I will tell you 
how it happened, for I am ſure 
you will not laugh at me, as the 
people in the village do.“ My 
company had got to a great diſtance 
on the oppoſite bank, ſo while he led 
me down a winding path towards 
them, he told me his ſtory, as fol- 
lows : 

«« I was born in this village,” ſaid 
he, © and have always lived in or 
near it. My parents were very poor, 
and I was obliged to go out to ſervice 
when I was only nine years of age.—In 


a few years they became ſo infirm, that 
Vor, II. F they 
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they could not work, and all their 
ſupport depended on my labour,—] 
uſed to come home every Saturday 
night, and bring them my wages, 
which maintained them decently 
through the week. There was a 
young woman in the village of my 
own age—ſhe had been my play- 
mate and companion from my child- 


hood—we were always fond of each 


other, and never quarrelled, Ever) 


Sunday I ſtaid at home, and we uſcd 
to learn each other to read—for her 


parents were poor and infirm like 


mine; only, ſhe had a brother, a 


good young man, who got a great 
deal of money in Dublin, and he ſup- 


ported them,—In this way we lived 
till 
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till about three years ago, when her 
brother came home ill, and died. 
Her parents were then quite deſtitute, 
for Patty could work only with her 
needle, and that produced but very 


little At laſt, Sir, we contrived that 


both families ſhould live together, 
and while I endeavoured to procure 
food and neceſſaries, Patty ſhould 
nurſe and take care of them.—The 
good Lord Powerſcourt had taken me 
to work in his gardens, for which I 
received five ſhillings a week—be- 
ides—he ordered the houſekeeper to 
give me all the broken victuals— 
which ſhe did; and by theſe means 
we lived both well and comfortably, 
can never forget how happy I then 

F 2 was! 


+» "EG & 4 - -S <« - <4 
6 — — ” 
TY 2 
— -*- - 
- 
— 1 * 


20 


5 — _ — * a 33 
> - — _ [ 20 1 , 
——— ——_———_—_— > — — : —_—_ — Jp 


4 ci. 


ds... 
6 


. — . 1 8 
- —_—— — — ———- ett par 
w = 1 — 


＋— 


—— — 


att — — 
— —— — — 
— — — 
— om dm nies =” — — — — - 2» —_ - —_— — - —_m 4 
: N 2 8 Pa” 4 
— : r 


—— — 


ant ap or gy 


4 
— a <A. - 


A 
- ” 
-— - 
1 0 a - * 
— — ——᷑ä, ̃ 3 ——— 


— — 


6 - 
— — — — 2 ˙— 


E gon —romg, —— romn 


— —U— — 


— 
2 


RY = — 
- * — Hos . — Pe, —. | — A — 2. —_— — N FI = = _ - 
> = — — 1 a — "2 -< 8 . l 1 —— 4 _ 4 — - E — - . «- +> 3 — = | 
— > 4 — 4 - 2 — — * f 1 
c 8 „PPP TTT Tg .. . NEST PE ISL 
- — * — — 7 "Hh LR oo 8 - - Tn es - = = — 7 > Ss _—_ : > 8 nn ect —— i "— . = TEES 44> 1 — — — — 5 _ =_ K \ —— => > = 
AN EE tc OP > ren Sn, e. Re ig ES — RD — . ˖ . — + A . Een. — 8 no 
wr "$9 - — - 2 IF » — I * i a 8 3 22 — - x -- — - N = - — 2 
* VE IE" * >, n-—— oe Yor ul ue PT RUMI YEE OD CIFIC =— — GEESE EE 5 <—— I I I ———— — . 
f — — —— 
- — — 


1 — e 
— 1 — N — —— 20 ST) = * 
£ n 4X. 2 == - > — uh 
— £2 II 22 * — — 
2 — 2 — — ws — 
. -- — — ——— SY "> 
- —— — 


100 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


was I roſe with the lark, and ſung 
as chearfully through the day as he 
did !—and in the evening I returned 
with a heart as light as a feather, and 
my wallet loaded with proviſions 
for thoſe whom I loved and re- 
ſpected. When Patty had put the 
old people to bed, ſhe would come 
and meet me, ſometimes as far as the 
garden, and ſometimes at the church- 
yard ſtyle ;—and then we would viſit 
her brother's grave, where we have 
often ſtood and looked on it until we 
could not ſpeak—but ſhe would put 
her hand in mine, and reſt her check 


upon my arm ſo lovingly How 


happy I was—T was richer than the 


kings of the earth, for I poſſeſſed all 
that 
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that I wiſhed. —I ſhould have told 


you, Sir, that a little time before her 
brother died, Mr. B—ke, the Engliſh 
patriot, came to fee this place; and I 
ſhewed him it—he was pleaſed to 
ſpeak well of me, and told me that 
he would ſend me fome books, as I 
loved reading—which he did—from 
theſe books Patty and I learned fo 
much, that, after her brother's death, 


we kept a ſchool in the evening, 


when my day's work was over, to 
teach the children in the village to 
read, —T his helped us greatly, and 
we had ſuch plenty, that we thought 
of marrying ; but as the old people 
became every day more feeble, and 
required more care, we confidered 
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that it would be better to wait a little 
longer; and in this way we continu— 


ed, every day increaſed our happineſ; 


and our love, until laſt ſummer,— 
Then the ſpoiler came—the deſtroyer 
of my peace arrived, and deſolated 


all my happy dwelling.—A gentle. 


man from Dublin, came to lodge 


in the village for his health, and 
as he grew, better he uſed to come 


and talk with Patty for hours to- 


gether: he would praiſe her com- 
plexion, her ſhape, and tell her © what 
a pity it was that ſo beautiful a girl 
ſhould live here, in poverty and fla- 
very—when ſhe might ride in a coach, 
and wear filks, if ſhe was either in 


Dublin or London.” —He got her to 
mend 
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mend ſome ſhirts for him—for which 


he bought her a fine cap and a pair of 


ſilver buckles—ſometime afterwards 
he bought her a new gown, ribbons, 


gloves, and a number of fine things, 


quite unfit for her fituation,—T did 
not with her to accept of them—but 
he always had ſome excuſe, as if it 


was paying her tor what ſhe had done 


| 
| 
* 


for him.— I was very uneaſy at all 
this but what could I do ?—At laſt 
ſhe got ſo fond of her fine cloaths, 
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that I was not ſuffered to fit near her 


for fear of ſpoiling them ſhe ſeldom 
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came to meet me in the evenings — 
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nor did ſhe run to the door with ſuch 
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gladneſs when I came home as ſhe 
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lected — for my mind was greatly 


troubled at ſceing Patty ſhew ſuch a 
liking to things ſo far above her ſta- 
tion.— The gentleman kept a chaiſe, 
and had often aſked her to ride out 
with him, which ſhe had prudent!» 
refuſed to do, until one day he pre. 
vailed on her, by aſſuring her they 
would be back in leſs than an hour,— 
When I returned from my work in 
the evening, I found the old folks 
crying—for ſhe had not returned, and 
when they told me—I was quite diſ- 
tracted ] flew to the houſe where the 
gentleman lodged—he was gone, and 
had carried all his things with him— 
I was then outrageous—away I ran to 
Dublin—for I knew where he lived 
It 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 105 
It was ten o'clock before 1 got there 
—and having found the houſe, I 
placed myſelf near the door. I did 
not wait long before a gentleman 
knocked, and aſked for his maſter - 
he was anſwered that he would not 
ſleep at home, as he was going for 


1 
England in the Packet, early in the N 


> 


morning. — This news terrified +2 5 5 þ 


. 


* 


more than ever, I knew not what d 
do.—I went to the Pier, where the, 
packets Iay, and reſolved to wait the 
event of the morning. It blew very 
hard, and the ſea ran very high.—I 
walked up and down all night, devi- 
fing ſchemes how I might regain my 
dear Patty—for ſtill I thought her 
innocent, —At length the dawn of 
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the day came, and the paſſengers began 
to gather about the landing place— 
but no appearance of thoſe whom ] 
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looked for —I was almoſt in deſpair, 
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when I ſaw a boat coming down the 


17 Re &giver, and could juſt diſcern that one 


— 3 

P — = IF A 

— — === 
Sn 


6 de perſons in it was Aa Woman.— 


— . 
I 5 


3 
— 
8 
— * — 
_ — S _ 
: — 
— IR 
— 


5 As it approached nearer I perceived 


* we. 7 
- » 4a 

2 

SES * 
* 
— * LE 


f _ hon on each fide of her. She 


| 5 go he woman to be Patty, and two 
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1 8 appeared } in great diſtreſs, and quite 
KW f Hinſenſible to the objects about her. 
As they were paſſing by to go on 
board the packet, I called out, © My 
Patty, do not leave me.” William, ſhe 


ſaid, “ where are you,” and her looks 
be tokened madneſs—** They have 
deceived me—they are carrying me 

0 
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to England Oh, my William, ſave 


me! ſave me! for I am ſtill your 
faithful and innocent Patty” Hand ſhe 
ſprung towards the edge of the boat. 


The gentlemen all jumped up ſeem- 


ingly with a deſign to force her back 
hen, in a moment, the boat over- 


rurned, and they were all plunged 


into the ſea. Although I could | 
ſwim, yet I inſtantly jumped off the 


key into the water. The laſt thing I 


ſaw was her hand held out towards me 


above the waves—and the laſt thing 
I heard was her ſhriek, for I loſt my 
ſenſes almoſt as ſoon as I was in the 
water, and happy, happy would it 
have been had I never recovered 
them, I was unfortunately ſaved, but 
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my Patty, my faithful innocent Patty 
Was loſt, as were all thoſe in the boat 
except one of the watermen. Her body 
was found the next day, and I had it 
brought home and buried cloſe by her 
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brother; where I never fail to go 
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jt baute of a love that can have no decay 
| vor termination.” The poor fellow” 
WY tears and ſobs pierced my heart; we 


ſat down upon a large rock which is 
encircled by the ſtream, and gives 2 


full proſpect of Powerſcourt-Houle, 


about a mile diſtant. * I ſhall meet 
her,” he added, in another world, 
Sir, where none will be permitted to 
diſturb our loves. While the good 
lord P— lived I did not want a friend, 

he 
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ne is gone, that is another affliction 
to me—T had a warning of his death 
when it happened, although he died 
in France—I ſhall ever remember 
that day—all nature mourned—the 


mountains wept and the trees ſhed 


tears. The air whiſpered ſorrow, and 


the ſea murmured pity.” I looked at 
him with ſurpriſe, he knew the cauſe, 
and pulling Thompſon's Seaſons from 
his pocket, ſaid, © from this I have 
learned how to ſpeak and judge of 
Nature. Well, Sir,” he continued, 
* when I went to work that morning 
the old raven met me at the gates— 
« William, William,” he cried— 
« Ralph,” ſaid I, © when ſhall we have 


our worthy maſter home ;” the crea- 
tue 
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ture gave a loud ſcream and hopped 


into his houſe. 

I thought no more about it, but 
went into the gardens, until the houſe. 
| keeper called me to dinner.—“ Wil- 
liam,” ſhe faid, © I am afraid the ra- 
ven's not well, for J have not heard 
him ſince the morning.“ —I went to 
look for him, and found the poor 
creature dead in his houſe—My heart 
was grieved, and I could neither cat 
ny dinner nor work any more that 
day. When the news of his Lord- 
ſhip's death arrived, we compared the 
time of it with theſe warnings, and 
found that they exactly agreed. You 
need not wonder, Sir; for he was ſo 
good a man, Virtue and Beneficence 
made 
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made his boſom their home !”—My 
company now joined me; and, having 
viewed the place, we returned to the 
village. While our horſes were get- 
ting ready, 1 aſked William to ſhew 
me Patty's grave. He had incloſed 
the ground, where {he and her brother 
were laid, with cuttings of the willow, 
and had trained the ſhoots, as they 
grew up, to form a beautiful arch 
over their graves, which were planted 
with all the various ſweet herbs, rue 
and marygolds.— What a pleaſing 
fancy of faithful love -I put my 
purſe into the worthy creature's hands. 
—“ This,” ſaid I, William, is but 
a poor recompence for having done 


ſo much for human nature, and the 
honour 
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UL | \ 

Wy. YL | . 
5 honour of your country.” —He did 
| not perfectly underſtand me. lt was 
| with much difficulty I could make 
1 him take it.—As he put it into his 
| bi 25 - 

. pocket, he looked down on Patty's 
b 


— 
e 
— 


grave, and the tears burſt, in a flood, 
from his eyes. Oh Patty,“ he ſaid, 
© had you been alive, how would 
you and I have talked of this gentle- 
man !”—He followed me to the inn, 
and held my horſe, but I durſt not 
look at him—and while we continued 
in fight of the village, his eyes were 
ſorrowfully directed after us. 
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LETTER XI. 


MR, o TO MR. HK, LONDONs 


Dublin, December 10th. 


My friend the Doctor dead—that is 
a conſequence of Nature, —My for- 
tune loſt—that is an effect of Law and 
Villainy,—Well—T envy not the man 
who has got it—nor do I condemn the 
law that decreed it to him—but I ab- 
hor and deteſt the means by which it 
has been accompliſhed. —I have yet 
enough, I want but little; and 
that little will not be wanted long. 
Your valuable friendſhip would coun- 

terbalance 
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. terbalance ten thouſand ſuch mic. 
fortunes—T will not think of them.— 
Oh Adelina! Adelina! when fhall ] 
find a compenſation for thy abſence} 
—To what reſource ſhall I fly? to 
what corner of the world run, to what 
friendly boſom appeal for conſola. 
tion in this unſupportable affliction— 
Say what you pleaſe, my friend, I 
can ſtay no longer from her—1 want 
only to look at her—to hear her 
talk! To touch her hand !—Thiswill 
content me—and this ſurely is inno- 
cent. Whom will it offend ? Whom 
will it injure? Why do I aſk ? Way 
did I ever leave her? Idcot that! 
was! — | 


In 
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In ten days Mr. M. goes for Eng- 


land, and I am obliged to wait for 
him—otherwiſe I ſhould go in the 
firſt packet—a letter to Holyhead 
will meet me—I find my ſenſes are 


imperfect —Adieu—adicu—my dear 


friend.- 
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CST 3 & 8% - AHL 


MRS. S. TO MR. C. AT DUBLIN, 


ExTRACT. L. 2 December "th, 


—I E diſtreſſing news of your 
late misfortunes reached us yeſterday, 
I hope it does not affect you ſo much 
as it does your friend We not only 


conceive the extent and force of this 


affliction, but we feel and ſympathize 


with you in all the ſeverity of its ope- 


rations.—Such is my reliance on your 


magnanimity, that I conſole myſelf 


with the hope that your mind will 


rather be benefited than hurt by the 
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incident, —The ſound of dependence, 
[ own, is harſh and grating—bu: with 
ſuch friends, and ſuch a mind as 
yours, 1t breathes nothing but balm 
and comfort, and comes like the 
ſweeteſt drops from the mellifluous 
plants, to ſoften and nouriſh the ſoil 
from whence they fpring.—Miſs M. 
ſets you a noble example, worthy of 
the higheſt praiſe, and moſt perfect 


imitation. * Now, my dear Mrs. S.“ 


ſaid ſhe, *f I am eaſed of all my fears 


you ſhall fee me no more unhappy, 
no more penſive and melancholy.— 
The cauſe of my C.'s uneaſineſs is 
diſcovered, —The oppreſſion of un- 
certainty being removed, his noble 
mind will regain its wonted tranquil- 

lity 
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lity and chearfulneſs. Oh! that I waz 
with him totell him how much I def piſe 
affluence, how little J fear poverty 
that J have enough for all our mode. 
rate wants—and that he is dearer to 
me than if his fortune had been in. 
creaſed in a tenfold proportion tg 
what it is Ieflened.” —I could anſier 
only with my tears. — The perſon who 
brought the account from London 
communicated the news to Mr. 8. 
with a malice peculiar to his nature— 
he is a wretched counſellor, of the 
name of L. his father lives in our 
neighbourhood a debauched old re- 
probate, deteſted and ſhunned by all 
who know him. His precious fon 


was intended for the church, but his 
genius 
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genius leading only to envy and de- 
traction, it was thought proper to 
fit him for the bar he has not, how- 
ever, after eight years ſtudy in the 
Temple, found one gentleman of the 
profeſſion baſe enough to aſſociate with 
him; nor one man in the kingdom 
deſperate enough to employ him.— 
His whole practice is amongſt his fa- 
ther's caſt-off miſtreſſes and their vir- 
tuous connections; and, while he eats 
bread at the table of infamy—he ex- 
tracts a wretched pittance from the 
pocket of proſtitution.— 

Mrs. M. is returned home ſhe is a 
charming woman Adelina has open- 
ed her whole heart to her and the 
mother ſeems as much delighted as 


the 


"ns 13 11 
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the amiable and enraptured daugh. 
ter,—How I dread the ſequelᷣ—and 
tremble at what muſt ſoon be known— 
1 dare not think of it—Adelina is left 
ſolely to her own choice—and ſhe is 
to ſtay with us, during pleaſure.— 
We are much alarmed at a vifible 
change of late in Sally's health, and ] 
think that a few months in London 
will do both her and Miſs M. good, — 
Mr. S. cannot at preſent go, but he 
has wrote to your friend Mr. H— to 
take us lodgings—and we propoſe ſet- 
ting out for that place of diſſipation 
ſo ſoon as his anſwer arrives—for 
though I have many relations in town, 
I do not like to trouble them—how 


much the girls and I lament the want 
of 
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of a certain gentleman who was to 
have been our companion and pro- 


tector in this journey 


„ on from this ſuppoſe me 
averſe to your inclinations and happi- 


neſs— nothing is farther from my 


heart I would almoſt do any thing 


to promote it—and had I only my 


own ſentiments to follow—but—the 


 world—the world reſtrains me—think 


yourſelf how I ſtand—what I know— 
and how I am acting, and then judge 
for me.—Let us not, however, darken 
the ſmalleſt ſhade of hope—but 
brighten it with a reliance on Provi- 


dence Adieu long to fee you.— 
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LETTER XIV. 


,” 
— 


ADELINA Ms» » 10 MR. C WY DUBLIN, 


ExTRACT. L-. gth December, 


AND is it poſfible that your misfor- 
tunes draw neither a figh from my 
heart, nor a tear from my eye but 


on the contraty, dreſs my face in 
ſmiles, and impreſs my mind with 
joy! Yes! my ſoul is lifted up in 
gratitude and thanks to that Being 
who has granted the prayer of my 
unwearied ſupplications, and removed 
from your mind the cauſe of all your 
unhap- 
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unhappineſs.—I knew that you was 
ſuffering from ſome anxiety—ſome 
doubtful ſituation—and I prayed that 
it might be nothing but the trifling 
conſideration of wealth—it is now 
agreeably explained—my fears are all 
over; and while I affectionately ſym- 
pathiſe with you in the little diſagree- 
ables which it muſt neceſſarily occa- 
fion to a man of your feeling and 
ſenfibility, I alſo rejoice, and am 


happy for its having cured a much 
greater evil than it has created, 
There are many means to reſtore a 
broken fortune, my dear C., but none 
to heal a broken ſpirit, or a mind 
wounded with ſecret grief,—I can 
now happily account for that apparent 
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heſitation, reſervedneſs, and myſtery 
which marked your behaviour 


plainly ſee the reaſon why you left 


me—why you went to Ireland—and 
I could almoſt upbraid you with un- 
kindneſs for having done ſo.—Had 
known your generous motives, how 
many heart-aches to myſelf, and many 
more, perhaps, to you, could I hare 
prevented=-but—when I reflect that 
this conduct was the effect of deli. 
cacy, honout, and tenderneſs to me— 


J lament that I am not more worthy 


of ſuch exalted love and afſection— 


- - - - is not this then ſufficient for 
all the purpoſes of a rational mind, 
and the exigencies of the natural 
body 
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body—if I can meaſure your defires 


and ambition by my own—it is—and 


I cannot be miſtaken ; for 1 feel that 
our ſouls aſſimilate in all their paſ- 
ſions, attachments, and ideas, with- 
out making one diviſion.— For me 
have no concern—l have not a deſire 
in the gay world, nor a wiſh amongſt 
its pleaſures, —T can tread as ſoft, and 
fit as eaſy on a carpet and chair of 
ruſhes—as if the one was from Per- 
ſia, and the other of velvet.—I ſhall 
be as warm in a gown of my own 
ſpinning, as in one produced: from. 
the ſilk-worm, and covered with the 
gems of the Eaſt —And I ſhall fit 


down with a more chearful appetite to 


a table of one ſimple cover, and riſe 
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from it with better ſpirits, and more 
improved health, than if it was ſpread 
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and the utmoſt profuſion of refined 
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cookery !— 

An equipage is, at beſt, but a 
gilded priſon, where thoſe within 
look with ſorrowful hearts through 
their caſements, and envy the more 
happy travellers without. How far 
ſuperior to me, to walk by your 
fide=to lean upon your arm, and 
meditate upon the beauties of Nature, 
with our faithful dog trudging be- 
hind, te guard us from danger and. 
ſurprize !—What are the paſtimes 
of the Great to be compared with the 
delights of a little garden, an orch- 

ard, 
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ard, and a field? To cultivate the 
wholeſome vegetables—to rear the 
delicious herbs—to train the ſhrubs 
and plants to uſefulneſs and plea- 
ſure—are the ſweeteſt employments 
in life—and while their increaſe gives 
a reward, to labour, of ſuch profuſion 
and delight—their progreſs conveys 
an inſtruction to the mind no leſs 
pleaſing than profitable to contem- 
plate the ſpirit of Nature, as it per- 
vades and regulates the whole ſyſtem 
of vegetation—to ſee it ſwell in the 
ſtem—open in the bud—expand in 
the bloflom—and ſhed its influence in 
the full maturity of fruit—is a ſcene 
which muſt inſpire the ſoul with ſen- 
ſations of the moſt perfect felicity. 
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What can equal it ? Can wealth, can 
power, can faſhion give more ? 

But, my dear C. we are not neceſ. 
fitated to relinquiſh the world—much 
may be done with what we poſſeſs 
without deſcending to meanneſs, or 


retiring from amuſements.—We have 
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enough for all our moderate and rea- 
ſonable wants Were it otherwiſe 


were we ſtript of all we poſſeſs and 
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turned into the world—deſtitute, for- 
ſaken, and friendleſs—ſtill would I re- 
Joice if you was chearful— ſtill be 
thankful—if I could make you con- 
tented. The reſources of a love like 
mine are infinite and inexhauſtible— 
my needle—my wheel—and my pen- 
cil would always make us indepen- 
| dent— 


- 4 w 
- —_— 
— —= 


— X 
— 7 1— — 1 
#2 > mp —.. ee ie = — 
2 7 7 < I my 2 - _ 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 129 


as. oo” = 


dent, Sympathy, confidence, and mu- 


TY” 
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tual love would atone for many wants, ; 


. ' Ti ; 
and make any fituation happy to if 
me. Do not, then, my dear C. on my 10; 
account, repine at the loſs of * or. bg tl 
tune which can never leſſen my bebe, . > | 6 


unleſs it impairs yours. — Taft i then. Mel: 
9 8 5 1 
: 


haſte to make me completely happy. *_ 7 
by knowing that you are ſo—let a * | 
ſee your face covered with ſmiles 10 
and your heart replete with joy an i i 
my foul will aſk no other bleſſing— | 1 
The anſwer to Mr. S.'s letter came Io 
yeſterday, inthe perſon of your amiable | ; 
friend, Mr. H.—I did not behave. | 
well—the firſt thing I aſked him was {it 
after your. health. He ſmiled but 1 
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it was the ſmile of ſweet compaſtion 
and tenderneſs —Next to my C. ] 
think him the moſt agrecable of 


r were ſoon friends and con- 


bee has brought his own 


1 2 2 


3 


I eh to carry us to town and 
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tal—he came here, he ſays, to ſup- 
ply the place of his abſent friend 
Who, he hoped, would be in London 
nearly as ſoon as we ſhould. —With 
what joyful looks did I thank him !— 
With what pleaſure did my ears de- 
vour his words !—My God! what a 
happy creature is your Adelina !— 
Why are not all men like you and 


him !— 
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him he ſeems to diſtinguiſh Miſs 
S.—would to Heaven I could ſee ſuch 
an union—he has read to us thoſe 
letters of yours which recite the fate 
of your friend, and the ſtory of Wit- 
liam and Patty.—My heart aches at 
the recolletion—I wifh I had not 


heard them What muſt ſhe be „ 7 N 


2 


murdered your friend! Not a wo- 
man !—Such wretches profane the 
name—She, her ſiſter, and villain pa- 
ramour, ſhould be driven from ſo- 
ciety—their names and characters 
erazed from the liſt of humanity, 
and ſent to recide in ſome deſert 
where even ſavages and monſters 
deign not to dwell. —I hear that you 
are always fick at ſea—let me intreat 
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you not to take your paſſage but in fine 
weather, and as ſoon as you are got 
on board, go to bed.— We ſhall ſleep 
at my mother's to-morrow night in 


our way to town—may Heaven pre- 


ſerve you in health and fafety—and 
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ſoon bleſs me with your preſence.— 
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LETTER XY. 


MR, HK TO MBE, e- 


London, December 16th. 


TTS will meet you at Holy- 
head—and ſoon after I hope to em- 
brace you in town. You have 
been informed of my journey to L— 
and the cauſe of it—I have been re- 
turned to town four days.— The la- 
dies are pleaſed with their ſituation, 
and my Aunt is charmed with her 
gueſts, —I have cautioned her in re- 
ſpect to you,—The good old ſoul 
cried and bleſſed you—wiſhed things 
that cannot be accompliſhed—and 
would part with her all to make you 

happy 
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happy—you know her good heart, and 


partiality to you,— 

I am very unhappy, my dear friend, 
nor can I tell you the diſtrefs that ! 
labour under from perceiving the 
dreadful confequences which muft 
follow a diſcloſure of your real ſitua- 
tion, and it is impoſſible to conceal 
it from Miſs M. much longer —Mrs. 
S. has a numerous circle of viſitants, 
many of whom are acquainted with 
your misfortunes as well as the friend- 
thip ſubſiſting between you and me 
which may probably bring the ſub- 
ject into converſation ——My mind is ſo 
tortured with this apprehenſion, that 
I dare not accompany the ladies with 
that conftancy and attention which I 

could 
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could wiſh—every time I enter the 
houſe, I tremble as if a grave yawned 
before me, leaſt the diſcovery ſhould 
have taken place during my abſence. 
Mrs. S. is ſtill worſe—every rap at 
the door, andevery ſtrange voice alarm 
and diſturb her to ſuch a degree, that 
it is painful to witneſs her perturba- 
tion.ä— The ſweet innocent girls look 
upon it as the effect of a natural timi- 


dity, and a long reſidence in the coun- 


try,—Something muſt ſpeedily be de- 


termined on—I have viewed and re- 
viewed this matter in every ſhape and 
fituation—T have conſidered every real 
and collateral circumſtance attending 
it—but nothing can I deviſe favour- 
able to your hopes, nor alleviating to 


your 


= - 
4 * * 
— 
— * — — — 2 — — 
* — _ * — — — — 
— — 3 5 
* 4 ” £ 
4 * 
- _ , - 


* —— — * 414 — — 


5 + 


— 4 C - 
= — — > — — — — - 
5, * * 5 

= = 4 


- 
_ — 


an _a— 7 © 4 


-2 -- — 


2 — 


2 
E 


. — = 
l _ - 
= a "7 35-4 
” Oe 


- —  — 


— inde 


8 — 


136 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 

your affliction—no man pays leſs at- 
tention to the opinions of the world, 
nor more regard to the privileges of 
Nature than I do—but 1 can neither 
alter the one nor protect the other, — 
In this inſtance their moſt facred and 
powerful rights are concerned.—Nei- 
ther will yield, and I am afraid there 
is no medium.—Although I am whol- 
ly diveſted of your paſſions, yet I per- 
fectly coincide with your ſentiments. 
—] confeſs, that carrying your affec- 
tions to a full conſummation would 
not make your hearts leſs virtuous, nor 
render you more unworthy of a ſeat 
in Heaven; but no pretext, however 
juſtifiable in Nature —innocent in its 


operations, and happy in its effects, 


Will 
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will reconcile ſuch an expedient to 
the world. — Even thoſe liberal few 
who would approve of it in their 
hearts—muſt condemn it by their con- 
duct, —The noble minded Adelina, 
admitting that ſhe ſhould agree to 
ſuch a connection, would not only 
ſuffer the reproach and malice of the 
multitude, but muſt alſo loſe the con- 
ſolation of friendſhip and delights of 
ſociety.— The delicacy of her ſex and 
nature would be conſtantly wounded 
by the indecent farcaſms of the men, 
and the ill-natured obliquy of the 
women — ſhe would be ſtruck from the 
catalogue of the amiable part of the 
ſex, and the general voice would, 


with unpitying ſounds, enrol her in 
that 
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that of the moſt abandoned—and all 
thoſe who ſhould countenance her 
would be involved in the ſame ca- 
lumny, and ſhare the ſame diſgrace, — 
Think then, my dear friend, what muſt 
be the conduct of Mrs. and Miſs $.— 

Nay, of her own mother and fiſters ! 
There muſt be a total ſeparation 
a perfect ſecluſion.— The tender mo- 
ther muſt throw the darling child from 
her maternal embrace. The faithful 
friend muſt withdraw her affections— 
and the ſweet companion with-hold her 
ſympathy and love. If they ſhould 
meet her in the ſtreet, they muſt turn 
away their eyes or hide their faces— 
a look would make them ſuſpected 
a ſmile would for ever ruin their cha- 


racter.— 
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rater, —My fingle example would 
have but little influence, not enough, 
perhaps, to make one ſolid proſelyte 
amongſt my own ſex, where chaſtity 
has ſo little to do with reputation 
far leſs amongſt the female world, 
where at leaſt appearances muſt be vir- 
Mankind will not confider 


tuous. 
with what unmerited injuries you come 
before them—nor how ſtrong your 
claims and pretenſions are for pity and 
exemption.—If they are told that pre- 


meditated and hoary villainy plunged 


you into an irremediable ſituation of 
miſery that beggary and proſtitution 
were thrown into your arms for wealth 
and chaſtity—and, that the vileſt arts 
and deceptions were practiſed to ruin 
vou 
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you—They will coldly anſwer, < tha 
& their ſpeculations have not reached 


ſo far as your caſe, and that it does 


not come within the circle of their 


ſyſtems.—They can do nothing. 


But had you, my friend, married a 
virtuous, an amiable woman—and, by 
ul uſage and cruelty, drove her to an 
act of infidelity then — ſociety would 
have interpoſed, they would have ex- 
onerated you although the crime was 


wholly yours — and condemned a 


faultleſs female to laſting infamy and 


diſgrace, for having uſed the only 
means in her power to extricate her- 


ſelf from your tyranny and oppreſ- 
ſion.— In your caſe Nature and Inno- 
cence are heavily puniſhed—in the 

other, 
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other, Cruelty and Guilt are protected. 
— Society will not, however relax 
and I cati go no further.— 

I can ſee but one probable expedi- 
ent, and it is the laſt reſource of ex- 
tremity.— In the firſt inſtance, make 
Adelina acquainted with your real ſi- 
tuation and then ſeparate for, at 
leaſt, ſome time. — Vou will find a- 
broad, in the change of ſcenes and cli- 
mates, a variety which ſeldom fails 
to ſoften the ſorrows of the heart 


and Adelina will receive every poſ- 


fible conſolation in the ſociety of her 
relations and friends—Hope need not 
be thrown-away—the wheel of Time 
1s hourly caſting up ſome wonderful 
and unexpected fate—and reſt affur- 
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ed, that merit and ſufferings, like yours, 
will not paſs unrewarded—let us per- 
ſevere—all will yet do well.— 

Did not my concern for you and 
Adelina ſuperſede all inducements w 
pleaſure, I ſhould enjoy, in the ſociety 
of theſe delightful women, a happi- 
neſs that I never before thought of— 
Mrs. S. charms as much with her 
good heart and ſolid underſtanding, 
as with her agreeable perſon and con- 
| verſation—her daughter joins to an 
elegant perſon and accompliſhed 
mind—all the ſweetneſs and ſenſibili- 
ty of the ſex. Was I diſpoſed to form 
a connexion, my heart would inſtantly 
point out this amiable girl for its ob- 
ject—I have not the ambition, how 
ever, 
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ever, to think that ſhe would favour 
my hopes—on the contrary I appre- 
hend ſome lover lays too near her heart 
already—and that either diſappointed 
or miſplaced love is wearing her faſt 
away am told that you will not be 
able to know her, ſo much is ſhe 
waſted fince you left L—. All that 
[ dare attempt to ſay of Adelina is, 
that when the moſt elegant of the 
whole ſex come in comparifon with 
her, they appear as if compoſed of 
meaner materials, and of a more im- 
perfect workmanſhip—and that when 
ſhe was formed, Nature exhauſted all 
her ſtores of beauty and excellence, 
and gave her to the world as the moſt 
perfect and finiſhed part of creation— 
Yet 
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Yet her mind ſurpaſſes her form.— 


Her love for you 1s unmeaſurable, and 


as pure as the ether of Heaven— 
While I was at L-—;, her whole de- 
light was in ſhewing me the places 
and objects that you admired and 
loved. The pretty deer uſed to fol- 


low her as a tame lamb would do— 


I have often obſerved, while ſhe was 
careſſing him, and talking of his pre- 
ſerver, her boſom would heave, and 
the tear ſtart to her eye; and I have 
ſeen it drop upon the animal's face as 
he held up his noſe, ſnuffing her 


balmy breath.—She ſhewed me her 
_ Uncle's grave, and the device ſhe had 


formed for his tombſtone “ I will 
dot have it executed, ſhe ſaid, . un- 
til 
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til it ſhall receive your friend's ap- 
probation.” —ſhe far! far! exceeds the 
fondeſt wiſh and the warmeſt fancy— 
ſhe came running into the room this 
minute“ Now,” ſaid ſhe, © the wind 
is fair, and it is fine weather—When 
may we expect him? —“ In a week,” 
I replied, —©* A week!” ſhe exclaim- 
ed—“ Well—tell him to come ſafe 
and happy, and I will forgive a few 
days. —I think you had better come 
to the hotel, and ſend for me as ſoon 


25 you arrive. God bleſs you. 


Not. I. HR 
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LETTER XVI. 


MR. He<e--- TO MR. 8295 at L === <, 


Exraacr. London, January ad. 


-- - -- ſo much is he altered in ap- 
pearanee, that for ſome time I queſ- 
tioned the identity of his perſon—he 
is a perfect ſhadow. —Whien the news 
of his arrival came, I thought it would 
have proved fatal to Miſs M.—ſuch 
was the exceſs of her joy and agita- 
tion,—T preceded his introduction, 
and told the Ladies not to be ſurpriſed 
at ſeeing him look ill, for the ſea had 
uſed him very roughly, When he 


entered the room, Mrs. S. as well as 
the 
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% 


the young Ladies, ſcreamed aloud, as 
if his ghoſt had appeared Be not 
alarmed,” he ſaid, with his uſual ſweet- 
neſs, as he approached Adelina“ if 
my body is a little altered, my heart 
and ſentiments are ſtill the ſame.” — 
She ran forwards, and attempted to 
fold him in her arms—her heart 
ſunk—ſhe failed“ Oh!“ ſhe cried, 
and fell lifeleſs into his arms—a flood 
of tears ſoon relieved her—and ſhe 
clung round his neck. © This is 
not the effects of the ſea,” ſhe faid ; 
* ſomething more dreadful has pro- 
duced this change.—Oh ! tell me—TI 
charge you, tell me! the cauſe !— 
Why do you heſitate? - Vou muſt diſ- 
pute my affections—as well as the 

H 2 Afincerity 
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fincerity of your friends, by keeping 
a reſerve, which ſhews that you have 
no confidence in me—if it is your late 
loſs, I muſt chide you for giving one 
moment's ſerious concern to ſo trifling 

a matter.“ It is not,” ſaid he 
4 You have learnt me to deſpiſe 
wealth, and to love humility—and ! 
am happy in this change of ſenti- 
ments, My appearance is the effect, 
and wholly ſo, of my abſence from 
you.— The cauſe removed—the con- 
ſequence will ſoon ceaſe. — That 
cauſe,” ſaid ſhe, ** ſhall never again 
exiſt—You want reſt—and comfort 
I will be your nurſe—but from me 
you ſhall no more part.”—My Aunt 


would not ſuffer him to go back to 
the 
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the hotel, in which both the young 
Ladies powerfully joined her.— He is 
very ill—his ſenſibility is ſo keen, 
and his love fo violent, that I am 
afraid he will never ſtand the trial 
which awaits him. —Miſs M. riſes in 
every inſtance to the temper and con- 
duct of an angel—her attention to 
him is of that nature which poſſeſſes 
the mind with the pureſt ideas of vir- 
tue and modeſty, as well as charms 
the ſoul with the warmeſt impreſſions 
of tenderneſs and love. — Nothing is 
yet determined on—he has been chiefly 
employed in ſettling the affairs of his 
friend, who died in Dublin. And! 
whom do you think the woman is that 
cauſed his misfortunes and death ?— 


H 3 the 
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the fiſter of her who ruined the father 
of Adelina —My God! how it has 
diſturbed us !—She has the appear- 
ance of what the unfortunate ſacrifice 
.deſcribed—virtue—truth and inno- 
cence—ſhe has ſome beauty too but 
her heart muſt be deformed to a pro- 
verb. The baſe unmanly wretch who 
ſeduced her affections belongs to the 
ſea-ſervice of a great Company—his 
diſpoſition muſt well fuit with that 
cruel element, and his heart muſt be 
leſs humane than the monſters which 
- inhabit it, 


LE T- 
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LETTER XVII. 


MR. H 2 10 MR. S - - AT L = ==, 


London, January 7th. 


Ar laſt the dreadful bolt is thrown, 
and its baleful point has wounded, 


without mercy, as it flew—I have 


ſcarcely power to recount the manner 
and ſad effects of this diſcovery—My 
unhappy friend! How he is ſhaken! 


How his amiable heart is torn with in- 
deſcribable miſery Not leſs is the 
inimitable Adelina—nor are your ſym- 


pathiſing wife and daughter leſs ex- 
H 4 empt- 
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empt from this calamity.— We are 
ſwimming, as in a boundleſs ſea of 
 ſforrow——without pilot, compaſs, or 
rudder—and not a ſtar nor land-mark 
to guide us to a friendly ſhore.— 
Having formed a plan for a little 
concert among ourſelves, we were pre. 
paring to carry it into execution laft 
evening, when a letter was brought 
to Mr. C.—It was only a blank, co- 
vering a note for Miſs M.—She went 
to the light at the other end of 
the room, and read it feveral times 
over, during which her countenance 
expreſſed various ſenſations —Having 
muſed for a few ſeconds—ſhe came 
ſmiling with it held out in her hand 
to Mr. C.—“ This,” ſaid ſhe, © can- 
| not 
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not be intended for me, or, if it is, 


ſome inſidious wretch means by it to 


deſtroy my happineſs ; but here is a 


ſecurity againſt the utmoſt malice,” 


and ſhe laid her hand on his ſhoulder, 2 
and leaned over him while he peruſec N 

it. The moment he looked at it, 1 3 
read its purport in his face ſhe gave N 


it Mrs. S.—ſhe read it, and gave it 


tO Mme 


This is what it contained: 


© M ADAM, 
«© THE man through whoſe hands 


you will receive this, is unworthy of 


your regard, —He is not only a beg- 


gar, but a villain, in attempting to 


deceive you with profeſſions of ho- 
1 nourable 
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nourable love, when he is already mar. 
ried, and his wife living. 


Your friend unknown.” 


The letter paſſed to my Aunt and 
he 8.—a profound filence enfued— 


855 238 42 * 


1 oY | "th 15 ot a word was uttered—!l durſt not 


| 8 * 
f } 1 2. 
$ 5 KS 


Sor. Kelty 9 9 lift my eyes higher than the carpet, 


#4 cxpetios every moment to hear the 
ww , 

tale of deſtruction unfolded—a deep 

we figh called my attention—1 looked 


= up—my Poor friend was ſtruggling 
with the crifis of his fate—a deadly 
paleneſs overſpread his face—his eyes 
cloſed, and he leaned inſenſibly to 
the chair—it yielded to the preſſure, 
and he fell upon the floor, to all ap- 
pearance, lifeleſs.— This rouſed us— 
Adelina's 
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Adelina's forrow was more affecting, 
if poſſible, than the cauſe of it—ſhe 
had, however, more judgment and 


recollection in preſcribing and uſing 
means for his recovery than any of us. 
Indeed, our attention was divided, 
for Miſs S. had fainted the moment 
Mr C. fell.—She was ſoon recover, 
—but I began to fear that he had cloſ /; e 1 


ed his eyes for ever The ſervants 
were all gone for help none had ar- 
rived.—In theſe moments, Adelina's 
diſtreſs became the chief object of our 
concern and pity,—She ſat on her 
knees by his fide, as he lay on the 
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carpet—her eyes raiſed, and her 
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hands held up in the moſt ſupplicat- 
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ing and piteous attitude—while every 
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feature in her deſpairing countenance 
implored mercy from the throne of 
Heaven, —Then would ſhe caſt her 
eyes down on him—then direct them 
to us, ſoliciting, in all the bitternef; 
of ſilent and expreſſive woe, our pity 
and aſſiſtance.— At length ſhe roſe up 
_ haftily—walked violently along the 
| doom and as ſuddenly ſtopt—mufing, 


8 with her fingers held up, as when 
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ſome inſtant thought ſtrikes the re- 
collection, and the idea is perfecting 
in the brain— then, with the rapidity 
of lightning, threw herſelf down by 
him, and applied her mouth cloſe to 
bis.—In this ſituation ſhe remained 
near half a minute then, raiſing her 


face a little, with viſible rapture, ſaid, 
« ] feel 
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] feel returning life He breathes !” 
Q and inſtantly renewed the applica- 
tion.— The ſymptoms of life faſt in- 
creaſed—and the Doctors, no leſs than 
five, arriving at the ſame time—he 
was ſoon reſtored paſt danger.—lIt was 
then that I feared the moſt for Adeli- 
na,—Her joy was more violent than 
her griet—and had not the precautions 
of Mrs. S. been exerted, the conſe- 
quence might ſtill have proved fatal. 
He was put to bed—but all our in- 
treaties could not prevail with Adelina 
to leave him—nor could Miſs S. tho 
ill, quit the ſociety of her friend. — 
Mrs. S. and myſelf therefore fat with 


them, 
The 
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The occurrence had alarmed Ade. 
lina—ſhe ſurveyed us with evident 
marks of ſuſpicion, —He obſerved her 
painful apprehenfions.—“ I will not,” 
ſaid he, rifing up in his bed, © keep 
that beſt of women, nor my own fate, 
longer in ſuſpenſe—but confeſs that, 
in ſome degree, I am the character 
deſcribed in that inſidious and baſe 
letter—yet undeſerving the epithets of 
villain and deceiver. I am, tis true, 
unfortunate ! Very unfortunate ! But 
my heart is unconſcious of a premedi- 
tated crime—it's ſentiments alone have 
guided me. My two deareſt friends, 
who now hear me, are as well ac- 
quainted with the hiſtory of my heart, 


as with that of my wretched life they 
will 
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will relate them fully and faithfully to 
you, my adored Adelina; and, you 
will find that, if I have not told fo 
much as I ought, I have not told more 
than the truth.—And, if when you 
have heard my ſad ſtory, your heart 
ſhould feel diſpoſed to pardon my of- 
fence, which is that, and that only of 
loving you, let me intreat you to ex- 
tend that merciful diſpoſition a little 
further, and forgive me, when I now 
declare that, this love will never be 
leflened nor extinguiſhed—but exiſt 
in the utmoſt purity and truth—while 
my memory holds recollection and 
my ſoul a being.” As the cutting 
froſt of an evening eaſtern blaſt on the 


tender plants of Nature—ſo were theſe 


ſad 
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f | fad ſounds on the amiable heart of 

42 this inimitable woman. — She ſat ſilen: 
i 1 —his hand infolded and Preſſed in 

1 both hers—and her eyes caſt down, 

wi | clouded with penſive woe, and dim'd 

E| with mortal grief,—Sorrow encompaſ- 

bit ſed us all around, and tears and bitter 

# | . Ffighs were the only comfort we could 

| : give each other —Mrs S. took her 

; '| band, Come, my love,” ſhe faid, 

MY © come with Mr H. and me into the 

13 next room I hope we ſhall remove 

145 the heavieſt of your doubts.“ - She 


made no anſwer—roſe up—kiſſed his 
hand fervently—and turned away from 
the bed fide, —Her trembling limbs 
could not execute their office. l took 


hold of one arm, Miſs S. of the other, 
and 
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and ſhe walked between us.—T ſhall 
never forget the look which ſhe caſt 
back, over her ſhoulder, to the bed, 
as we led her out of the room.—Irt 
was a look, in which Sorrow, Virtue 
and Reſignation were ſo amiably blen- 
ded, as to excite admiration, reve- 
rence and piety, 

Me gave her a particular detail of 
his fituation—ſtill ſhe was filent—I 
then read to her ſuch parts of his let- 
ters to me, as related to his unhappy 
paſſion and ſentiments.—“ I wanted 
nothing,” ſhe ſaid, . to convince me 
of his innocence and purity of heart— 
I wanted relief to his miſery and 


mine; but J ſee no hope of obtaining 


it.—I have thoroughly examined my 
ſoul 
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ſoul, and ſearched every corner of my 
heart ; and I find nothing there but 
what perfectly accords and harmo- 
nizes with all his ſentiments, paſſions 
and principles—'tis true we are re- 
ſtrained 


Power, we muſt ſubmit,—lIt is only 


and, to that reſtraining 


for this life —In another world I—In 
that bliſsful ſtate where ſouls unite, 
from Nature, Sympathy and Love, 
how perfe& will our happineſs be! 
—[ am reſigned to my fate, —If my 
life is to be ſeparated from his, I care 
not how ſhort its duration, nor in 
what ſolitude it is waſted, —But I can 
ſee no guilt in being near him—in 
performing the offices of a tender 

Þ nurſe, 
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nurſe, and adminiſtering the comforts 
of a faithful friend.” We endeavour- 


ed to reconcile her to a ſhort ſepara- 


tion, and preſſed the ſituation of his 
health as a chief cauſe—that it re- 
quired the milder air of France, and 
while he and I ſhould viſit that cli- 
mate, they would, for Miſs S's ſake, 
viſit Briſtol.—“ Do with me as you 
pleaſe,” ſhe replied, © 1 yield obe- 


' dience to that Power which I cannot 


over rule.“ We returned to his room, 


and informed him of what was pro- 
poſed—he looked at Adelina —ſhe was 
ſillent—he fighed—ſhe took his hand 
and preſſed it to her heart Durſt 
this ſpeak,” ſhe ſaid, “ it would an- 
ſwer 
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ſwer all your wiſhes, for they are 


congenial with its own—believe me, 


my ever dear C, and I feel no ſhame 


in the declaration, that my ſentiments 
and love are, and ever will be the 
ſame but it is in that hereaſter ſtate, 
where the conſummation of all our 
hopes muſt now center.—The world 
refuſes me even the guiltleſs enjoy- 
ment of your ſociety—to eat at the 
fame table to participate in your 
converſation— to rejoice in your health 
—to attend and comfort you in fick- 


neſs—and, at laſt, to lay down by 


your fide in the ſame grave, is all! 
wiſh, all I aſk—but it is denied me— 


1 know what unhappy conſequences, 


0 
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* to our friends, would reſult from it. 
My buſineſs, in this world, will end 
when you part from me—henceforth 
[ diſclaim all concern with ſociety— 


and care for life.” 


he 
0 We fat in his room until ten o'clock 
e, 

ur in the morning, then went to bed.— 


dt was agreed that we ſhould ſet off 
early to-morrow morning for France, 
for which purpoſe we ſhall take our 
leave to-night, and fleep at the 
hotel—and the Ladies to wait your 
arrival in town, and then go to Briſ- 
tol—Mrs. S. has obligingly accepted 
of my houſe, carriages and fervants— 
and I beg that you will not diſpute 
what gives me ſo much happineſs.— 


My 
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My poor C. intends to write to youl. 
I am afraid of his head! 


We 


have diſcovered the author of the 
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letter to be his brother! — What 2 


brother 
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LETTER XVIII. 


MR, C TO MR. Sg oo o, AT L====, 


London, 


1 Juſt feel that can open my eyes 
that the candle burns that I can hold 
the pen and that I am in a bed- room 
writing to you—equiped for a jour- 
ney, with the baggage and neceſſaries 
of a traveller ſcattered about me— 
but I neither know what has happen- 
ed, nor where I am going—all 1s ob- 
ſcurity and confuſion—and my mind 


one diſmal ſcene of darkneſs. They 


have taken from me the lamp that 
lighted 
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lighted up my ſoul—they have taken 
my ſoul alſo—I have nothing left 
that warms—that animates me—yet 
ſomething like the relics of a dream 
plays about my brain. My friend 
led me away from his houſe early in 
the evening—as F went out of the 
gate, the window was thrown up with 
violence—l heard a ſhriek—T]T looked 
up—I ſaw her—but I could not even 
fay, adieu for ever,—A voice—it was 
not Adelina's, called, “ for heaven's 
ſake come back”—my eyes were 
ſtrained to the ſound, but the object 
they ſought was no longer viſible—l 
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ſaw no more—I knew nothing further 
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AI was paſſive to the voice of Friend- 
ſhip—]I rejected that of Love !—1s it 
poſſible ' 
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poſſible What followed is dead 16 


my recollection. 

I had much to ſay to you, but it 
is gone from me—T have tried to col- 
lect my ſcattered ſenſes, that I may 
converſe with you as I uſed to do— 
but all in vain.ä—I compare myſelf 


to an edifice, whoſe only ſupport and 


chief ornament, its centre column, is 
torn away, and the whole fabric ſink- 
ing into one general ruin,—Not a 


ſound to cheer me—not a ray to light 


me.—I look out at the window—the 
ſtars are all obſcured—the face of hea- 
ven 13 covered with black and diſmal 
clouds—and but for this feeble light 
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which burns by me—the world ſeems 
ſunk into an univerſal grave. 


The powers of reaſon are diſſolv- 
ed—uſeleſs—adieu, my dear friend, 
adieu—in ſome happier world we 
ſhall meet in this no more. 
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LETTER XIX. 


MR, C--==- TO ADELINA M2 


Dover, aoth January, 


WuriLE yet the air of Britain ex 
pands my weakened lungs, and vi- 
brates on my feeble nerves—while 
yet my ſenſes hold their tottering 
ſeat, and ſluggiſh life flows in my 
cloſing veins—to thee, my Adelina 
to thee, whoſe health and happineſs 
form every wiſh, and live in every 
thought—will I dedicate theſe few 
laſt native moments—and addreſs the 
fragments of decayed reaſon, and the 

12 effuſions 
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effuſions of a wretched—broken— 
heart. 

Time has not been noted on my 
memory ſince I parted from you 
the laſt look you gave me finiſhed its 
career — no future circumſtance can 
happen to mark its progreſs— no in- 
cident occur to make it worth a 
thought.— All has been a blank—a 
vacuity.—Life has few real enjoy- 
ments—and very little variety—it re- 
peats the ſame things only in differ- 
ent forms—and all its inheritance is a 
perpetual ſucceſſion of ſorrow and 
grief.—I look through the windows 
of the room where I now fit=and ſee 
the tumultuous and ſwelling waves 
tumbling to the ſhore, without one 

| interval 


Y 
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interval of calm or reſt—none pe- 
riſh—they return foaming back 
again they riſe in ſucceſſion and, 
again the rocky hardened beach re- 


pels them !—'tis an endleſs conflidt 
I am weary of it. 

Often, my Adelina, has flattering 
Hope whiſpered to my fond anticipate 
ing ſoul—< that love like mine would 
meet a happy fate”—How delufive ! 
how falſe ! how fatal Theſe hopes 
theſe wiſhes are now all limited to 
the narrow precincts of the grave; 
and there they will ſoon find a final 
doom,—Oh ! that I could ſeparate— 
disjoin thy fate from mine ! that your 
life might be prolonged—your health 


flouriſh—and your joy abound—but I 
I 3 fcel 
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feel this cannot be.— The bond that 
Nature tied—Nature only can un- 
bind, —Should it be my fate to paſs 
before you to thoſe unknown re- 
gions—do not grieve—do not ſorrow 
at it—tis the refuge that my ſoul 
eagerly ſeeks.—-My friend too !—he 
whoſe heart is pierced with our ſor- 
rows—has made me eaſy—has pro- 
miſed to indulge my wiſhes after 
death. There is a tree that ſtands in 
the church-yard at L——, which 
formed an obje&t in our proſpect 
when we uſed to ſtand by the river 
ſide—near that tree I could wiſh my 
relics to repoſe — My motives are 
freely expreſſed to my friend—and 1 


know that my Adelina will agree to 
them. 
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them. When I am there laid to reſt, 
ſhould you, my love, in ſome ſolemn 
ſerene evening wander near the ſpot 
turn not from it—ſit down by my 
fide, and while the blades of graſs 
that grow upon my grave ſhall wave 
with your fighs—or droop beneath 
your tears—my ſpirit will deſcend, 
and hover round you—give comfort 
to your ſorrowing heart—and ſhed its 
ſofteſt and moſt healing influence on 
your mind. —And, when you leave 
this melancholy ſpot—walk flow 
away—turn often back and look— 
and figh—and recolle& how happy 
you have made the wretched relics 
which you leave behind. Should the 
reverſe take place—your grave ſhall 

14 be 
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be my conſtant habitation.— There 
will I it and weep and ſigh my days 


| | and nights 'away, nor ever quit the 
by. g K | 
hy ſpot until wearied and exhauſted Na. 


ture ſinks into eternal reſt- then „ Will 
bl theſe pitying few we leave behind, 


bh enſhroud me by your ſide—cover us 
wy with the ſame green ſod—and at our 


heads place a plain ſtone, with this 
inſcription : Here reſt—locked in 
each others arms, the beſt of women, 


0 and tne mot unfortunate of men no 
10 matter what their names —in their 
1 lives they were wretched—in their 
1M hearts guiltleſs—in their loves they 


9 obeyed Nature, in their conduct ine 


MY 

5 world there union being barred on 
N i 

e ö 

1 earth, they fled to Heaven, and there 
Fel | 
9 it 
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it was ratified.” — Thus, my Adelina, 
ſhall our fate create a wonder—a fable 
for the faithful lover will ariſe from 
our graves—they will become the re- 
ſort of thoſe whoſe hearts are fore op- 
prefſed—they will read—and weep : 


and tell their ſad tale, and go ax 8 I 2 


relieved and comfòrted by making x 
compariſon.— Our ſtory they will geg 
15 


at—and what they gueſs—and what 795 5 
they know—and what they add, Will 2 


—* 


form ſo piteous a tale, that future 


- 
78. 
” * 
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** 
* 
55 
„ 


ages will record and tell it as a mi- 
racle.— Thus ſhall we live, my love, 
when all our wealthy foes.ſhall rot, 

and be forgotten— 


— 


Adieu, my love—adieu he fails 


are ſpread=—the pullies rattle—and 
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the ſhrouds crack—I go—Adieu for 
ever—Adelina, adieu! adieu! 


[The Editor, in order to give the 

reader as clear and perfect a view, of 
the ſequel of this ſad Hiſtory, as poſ- 

TS Wo ble, finds it neceſſary to continue it, 


. 
1 


part, by occaſianal narration; which 
he ſelected and gathered from the Let- 
ters, in his poſſeſſion, of the parties 


:intereſted. 


. 
1 & 


Mr C. and his worthy friend reach- 


* ed Pernai, in the ſouth of France, on 
the 6th of February. His health was 
much worſe than when he left Eng- 
land. He rejected all aſſiſtance, and 


only ſought and enjoyed ſolitude; nor 


could all the intreaties of his anxious 
friend, 
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friend, prevail on him to uſe the leaſt 
exertion for his recovery. 

The unpleaſing incidents which be- 
fel him, while in Ireland, ſo immedi- 
ately after his painful ſeparation from 


Adelina, gave him a diſtaſte to the en- 
joyments of life; and, her exalted le 


4 


and ſentiments, which on every trying 


inſtance exceeded admiration, not on- 3 


ly augmented his paſſion, but placed 
the certitude of his fate in ſo dreadful 
a point of view, and haraſſed his.mind 
with ſuch violent and contending ſen- 
ſations, as greatly impaired his health, 
and affected his ſpirits ; ſo that, when. 
the final ſtroke hit him, he had no 
reſource to fly to. *Tis true, he had 


entertained ſome ſpeculative hopes 
16 that 
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that the objection to his union with 
Adelina might be ſuperſeded, when 


ever his real ſituation ſhould come 
forward; and it is poſhble, that ſhe 


would have acceded to any virtuous 


" = for his happineſs, as her 


ſentiments were exactly his own. But, 


Ay that by any attempts of this 
ine 4 not only ſociety in general, but 
their particular and dear friends would 
be offended, diſgraced, and injured ; 
he therefore abandoned this idea when 
the trial came—and his health ſecond- 
ing his laſt reſort, he bended in reſig- 
nation and piety to the grave. 

There was no poſhbility of divert- 
ing his affection from the object.— 
Love had entirely the poſſeſſion of his 

ſoul 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. . 181 


ſoul—nor could it be ſeparated from 
his life, —Nature had formed the at- 
tachment, and Sentiment had made it 
perfect. His inflexible adherence to 
natural influence, and faith in future 
retribution, poſſeſſed him with the 
firm belief that, in ſome other 
world, all the diſagreeables in this 
would be amply atoned for, and the 
original deſigns of Nature fully ac- 
He therefore reſiſted 
every conſolation, but what flowed 


compliſhed. 


from the anticipated completion of 
theſe ideas. 


In a letter which Mrs. S. received 


from Mr. H. dated the 24th of Fe- 
bruary, he ſays, “ All hopes of his 


recovery are now at an end. I give 
him 
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him his own way, and he is better 
pleaſed with me.— He is employed in 
writing, but the ſubject is to me a ſe- 
cret.— All his attachments to life are 
diſſolved, nor have I heard him utter 
a wiſh, ſince we left England, until 
yeſterday.” ' * How happily,” ſaid 
he, © ſhould I breathe my laſt, if 
Love was to-cloſe one eye, and Friend- 
ſhip the other. — The writing allud- 
ed to is in my poſſeſſion, and is a pathe- 
tic hiſtory of his friend, who died in 
Ireland—in which is exhibited, ſome 
ſingular and elegant opinions, and juſt 
concluſions, on Seduction and Proſti- 
tution.” 
Adelina's mind had for a long time 
becn variouſly affected, and not always 
Al. 
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at eaſe; but that uncaſineſs aroſe, "7I0 
ly, from her concern and apprehenſion 
for the happineſs of Mr C.— His un- 
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decided and reſerved conduct, previ- 
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ous to his going to Ireland, ſhe per- 
ceived was not the effect of his diſpo- 
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fition, nor a principle of his heart, — 
She imputed it to ſome pecuniary ina- 
bility that reſtrained his liberal inten- 
tions with regard to her; and, when the 
circumſtance by which he loſt his for- 
tune took place, ſhe then reconciled 
all her doubts and fears by that event. 
From a belief that this on! y had op- 
preſſed his mind, and that they ſtill 
had enough for all moderate purpoſes, 
ſhe gave a looſe to joy, and indulged 
her heart in the fond hopes that her 
tears 
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fears were all over, and her happineſs 
ſecure.—In this habit of mind, ſhe 
anxiouſly awaited his arrival from Ire. 
land. —Again ſhe was alarmed, and all 
her torturing ſuſpicions and doubts 
again renewed. She knew but little 
of the world but a great deal of Na. 
ture, and was convinced that ſome 
heavy affliction yet remained upon his 
mind, and occaſioned that vifible and 
material change in his health.— But, 
ſhe knew it could be nothing which 
her love, or example, would not make 
caſy, or wholly remove. The blow, 
therefore, fell with redoubled vio- 
lence, when it equally diſappointed 
her hopes in love, and exertions in 
friendſhip ; and rendered all her ten- 
derneſs 
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gerneſs and magnanimity ineffectual, 
ro relieve the man whom ſhe adored. 
While he remained with her, ſhe ſuſ- 
tained the dreadful calamit with that 
fortitude and confiſtency, which add 
a luſtre to the moſt exalted virtue: 


but, he was no ſooner gone, than her 


mind felt the extreme wretchedneſs of 
her fituation—and her ſoul was torn 
in pieces by the impreſſions of alter- 
nate madneſs and piety. The conflict 


was as ſevere, as it was laſting; and, 
for ſeveral weeks after his departure, 
her life and reaſon were both deſpair- 
ed of,—As her body became reduced 
by diſeaſe, and her ſpirits by medi- 
cine, the phrenſy abated, but a fixt 


melanchdiy ſucceeded, and placed he: 
| in 


186 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


in an equally diſtreſſing ſituation.— 
Her illneſs had detained Mrs. S. from 
Briſtol, until the laſt week in Febru- 
ary, although Miſs S.'s health was 
almoſt paſt hopes of amendment.— 
Adelina's fituation,' and the cauſe, had 
been concealed from her mother; but 
Mr. S. thought proper, at this period, 
to inform her of it, as he perceived 
that ſhe was waſting away under the 
ſeverity of her afflictions, without the 
{ſmalleſt proſpect of. relief.—Her mo- 
ther arrived at Briſtol, on the 1oth of 
March, and was inconſolable at the 
fituation in which ſhe found her lovely 

daughter.— 
Miſs S.*'s ſympathy was ſo pure and 
firong, that her grief and, afflictions 
ſeemed 


THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT. 187 


ſeemed to be meaſured by Adelina's— 
this mutual and undivided attachment 
rather increaſed, than abated each 
others ſorrow and diſcaſe,—It was 


therefore agreed by their parents to 


try if a temporary ſeparation would 


have any good effe&t,—On the ſame 
day that this expedient was determin- 
ed on, and communicated to the young 
ladies, Mrs. S— received the letter 


before-mentioned from Mr. H, and, 


by ſome accident or other, Adelina 
got a ſight of it, which was not in- 
tended : for although letters had late- 
ly and frequently paſſed between Mr. 
C— and her—yet thoſe letters were 
rather ethical eſſays than details of 
each others ſituation and wiſhes. Their 
hopes 
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hopes of ever meeting again had ter. 
minated with their laſt interview ; and 
whatever were their ſecret wiſhes, 
they were carefully concealed from 
each other: but the paragraph be- 
fore recited awakened the fleeping 
fondneſs and re-animated the genial 
warmth and nobleneſs of Adelina's 
ſoul, to new and bold exertions.—A 
thought ſtruck her the moment ſhe 
read the letter, and . when Miſs S— 


and ine were ieiiieug and lamenting 
the intended ſeparation which would 
imbitter their few remaining days, 
Adelina communicated, in the ful- 
neſs of her heart, her intentions to 
her faithful friend, — Miſs S— not 


only approved, but .agreed to ſhare 


ul 
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in the execution of the deſign, which 
was to eſcape from their relations 
and convey themſelves by the beſt 
poſſible means to Pernai. 

—[t was eſſential for them to have a 


confidant and protector, and none ap- 
peared ſo fit as Adelina's ſervant Ro- 


bert —he had lived many years with 
her Uncle, and now attended on her 
from real affection.ä— He was one of 
thoſe domeſtics who, though they diſ- 
approve of their maſters ſchemes, yet 
exert their beſt endeavours to make 
them ſucceſsful and fortunate. He 
agreed to attend them, and be ſecret 
—the next day he found a ſhip ready 
to ſail for Nantzs.— There was no he- 


fitation—Adelina had a ſum of money 
by 
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by her—their paſſages were taken, and 
a few neceſſaries privately conveyed 


on board by Robert.—The ſhip fel! 


down the river that night, and they 
engaged to be on board at the full of 
Under 


a pretext of paſſing two days with a 


the next morning's tide. 


lady at Clifton, a few miles from Bri- 
ſtol, they ſet out with Robert, early 
in the morning, took a boat and ſoon 
reached the ſhip in ſafety. —They each 


left letters; and Robert, by their or- 


ders, ſo diſpoſed of them as not to 
be delivered until they ſhould be out 
of reach yet in time to prevent any 
alarm from their being miſſed.— 
Adelina, after explaining her mo- 


tives, and inducements for ſuch an 
extra- 
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extraordinary action her gratitude. to 
Mr. and Mrs. S. and her affection to 
her mother, proceeds thus to exone- 


rate herſelf with reſpect to the world. 
] am ſenſible that this ac- 

tion of mine will ſtand heavily againſt 
me.—I feel the impropriety the im- 
prudence of it while it was ripening 
in my wretched boſom, my weakened 
reaſon ſtartled at it, but my heart juſ- 
tifying the expedient on principles of 
Virtue and Innocence, I liſtened and 
yielded to the flattering influence. 
All I hope 1s, that the reflections caſt 
on me will not reach the feelings of 
my friends. As for myſelf I regard not 
the contemptible and malicious whiſ- 
perings of thoſe, who have only forms 
and 
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and appearances to recommend then; 
my mind reſorts to no flimſy, de- 
ceitful covering—I openly avow my 
ſentiments—my actions bear teſti- 
mony of my heart, and I glory in the 
motives which actuate the laſt em- 
bers of feeble life, to diſtinguiſh a 
paſſion, to which no limits can be 
ſet, nor impurity can join. Already 
I have ſacrificed enough to laws and 
ſyſtems.—Can they require more than 
life and happineſs ?—Have they a 
claim upon me yet unſatisfied ? Im- 
poſſible !—Nay, ſuch an obedience 
have I paid to their unmerciful exac- 
tions, that I have diſcharged: the for- 
feit without incurring the penalty! 
The world impoſes heavy burdens on 


very 
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very hard terms.—-We are obliged to 
drive our beſt paſſions and deareſt af- 
fections into holes and corners be- 
cauſe they are not exactly ſuited to 
the deſpicable opinions of mankind.— 
How many virtuous and amiable 
hearts are at this moment ſuffering 
under an uſeleſs reſtriction, without 
any equivalent or conditional obliga- 
tion.ä—Can the world cure my heart- 
ache or alter my ſentiments? Can it 
correct my feelings and regulate them 
to its narrowed forms? Can it aſſuage 
the paſſion which poſſeſſes my ſoul, or 
eaſe the raging fever in my brain 
Oh! it cannot !—Away then with its 
cruel and ſavage impoſitions !- My 

Vol. II. K heart 
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heart ſhall be ruled only by nature, 
Hove and innocence! 

In another part ſhe adverts to the 
Circumſtance of Mifs S——'s accom- 
panying her.— 

If I have offended the beloved 
parents of my faithful companion, by 
permitting her to ſhare in my indiſ- 
cretions—I would have them to re- 
ſerve their judgment, and to conſider 
that our hearts cannot be parted but 
by death. — The ſame cords that 


twine round the one faſten the c- 
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ther, it is to be found only in the 
ſtep we have now taken,—Let me 
then intreat that my beloved Mrs. S. 
wall think charitably of us both— 

and 
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and reſt aſſured, that neither her un- 
happy daughter, nor wretched friend, 
will ever diſgrace her honoured name 
and patronage.—If in life we ſhall 
meet cenſure—inz death we ſhall find 
an unſullied reputation ;—and, the 
weary winding-ſheet will cover all our 
infirmities—1n that gloomy abode we 
ſhall ſhine more bright and pure, than 
in the mid-day glare of envious life— 
a ſecret will then appear, to me but 
lately known, which makes meſonly 
an humble imitator of your daugh- 
ter's excellence. 

Circumſtances of mind, as well as 
body, poſſeſs me with a ſtrong fore- 
boding, that I ſhall never ſee you 


again—a preſaging that gives me in- 
K © diſcribable 
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deſcribable ſorrow.—It was the ſecond 
wiſh of my heart, to have ended my 
days, and breathed my laft, in your 


preſence—But, Oh! the attraction 


that now carries me from you bears 
no competitor. In the object of my 
preſent purſuit—all difticulties—dan- 
gers—ties and obligations are forgot- 


ten—but, if recollection follows to the 


unknown regions of death, my grate- 


ful ſpirit will there retain the eſteem 
and affe&tion which now melts my 
ſorrowing heart.“ 


It appears that the ſhip in which 


they embarked ſailed immediately 
with a fair and briſk wind —and 
gained its port that day fortnight on 


which they left Briſtol.— Their fitua- 
© tion 
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tion on board was rendered as com- 
fortable as poſhble by the humanity 
and attention of the captain's wife and 
daughter. The voyage, though very 
favourable, had greatly reduced their 
health and ftrength—yet no perſua- 
fion or inducement could detain Ade- 
lina longer at Nantes than to diſpatch 
a letter to Mr. H,—appriſing him of 
their ſituation. 3 
On the evening of the day that they 
failed from Briſtol, the letters which 
they left behind were ſafely deli- 
vered. 

As no action or behaviour of the 
unhappy girls had ever ſuggeſted to 
their parents the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect 


ſuch a circumſtance, the intelligence 


K 3 came 
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came upon them like thoſe inexpli- 
cable convulfions of Nature, which 
riſe ſa rapidly into exiſtence, and act 
ſo ſuddenly and forcibly as to fill the 
mind with confuſion, aſtoniſhment, 
and terror, Thus were their amiable 
parents affected. Amazement and 
grief prevented them from forming 
any concluſive opinion, or making 
any rational determination, how the 
conſequences of this unexpected cir- 
cumſtance might be remedied or leſ- 
ſened. When they reflected on the 
hardſhips of the voyage—their ſtate 
of health—their delicate and defence- 
leſs nature—and the action itſelf— 
| their minds were oppreſſed with ſuch 


2 diverſity of diſtreſs as rendered all 
their 
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their deliberations undecifive and- 


fruitleſs. Nature at length prevail- 
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ed Affection poured out its copious 
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feelings, and the indiſcretion of the 
child was buried in the tenderneſs of 
the parent. Mr. S. wrote that night 
by expreſs to Mr. H. informing him 
of what had happened—and 'requeſt- 
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ing him to uſe every poſſible means 


. 


to meet them at their deſtined port; 


— ——— 


and, if alive, of which he much 
doubted, to give them every aſſiſt- 
ance in his power and, that he would | 
himſelf follow next day and meet 
them in perſon. at Pernai.— This lets 

ter, as well as Mr. S. were detained | 

ſeveral days at Dover, owing to a 


ſtrong contrary wind, and a heavy 
K 4 ſwell, 5 


. 
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ſwell, ſo that Mr. H. received it only 
a few hours before the one which 
Adelina wrote to him from Nantes,— 
He communicated the intelligence to 
his dying friend—who received it 
with a glow of joy that brought the 
blood, once more, into his pallid 
check, and the fire into his languid 
eye—and then immediately ſet out 
with all poſſible ſpeed to meet the 
ſiſter angels —He travelled only five 
poſts before he had that ſatisfaction.— 
Robert was on horſeback, a conſider- 
able way before the carriage —The 
inſtant he ſaw and recollected Mr. H. 
he turned round and rode back as faſt 
as the horſe could go—waving his 


hat around his head, in demonſtration 
of 
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of exceſſive joy, until he reached his 
nuſtreſs—who was much terrified at t 
his retrograde motion and appear- 5 
ance—he could not ſpeak—ſtill wav- 
ing his hat, and pointing with eager- | 
neſs back—his whole body convulſed | 
with geſtures, to denote that the cauſe 
was immediately behind bim=—and 7 2 45 ; 
the moment Mr, H. came up, the. : i 
poor fellow burſt into tears, a 
tired behind his miſtreſs” chaiſ® 
Mr. H. was no leſs ſhocked at the a oY 


pearance of the poor worn-out tra! 


* 


N £ . 
* = 


vellers, than they were rejoiced to | 
find that his friend yet lived—and 
that the deſign of their journey and 
only wiſh of their hearts would be ac- 
compliſhed.— Fear and Apprehenſion, 

Ks by 
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by agitating their ſpirits, had ſup- 
ported them tolerably through their 
bardſhips—but Mr. H. had no ſooner 
relieved their anxiety, than their weak 
ſtate became ſo apparent, that he de- 
clared, had he met them by acci- 


dent, they muſt have paſſed him 

: | «. -unnoticed—they did not reach Pernai 

8 until the next morning, which was 

; we 3d of April, and Mr. S. arrived 

_ the next day.— The following is part 

* "_ if a letter from Mr. H. to Mrs. S. 
4 dated — the 5th April. — 


9 hon impoſſible for me to convey 
to you any adequate idea, or exact de- 
ſcription of their meeting.—I had 
many difficulties to ſurmount—many 


conſequences to-dread, 


When 
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When we came in fight of Pernai, 
I pointed out the houſe in which we 
refided—this increaſed their pertur- 
bation ſo much, that I was obliged 
to ſupport them, one on each arm, as 
I ſat between them in the chaiſe.— 
When we arrived at the gate of the 
houſe, Adelina's head fell upon my | 
breaſt, her eyes lifted up with ſuch: 7 : 
look of woe, as would have dran 5 
pity from the moſt hardened and * 
worthleſs of the human race ſhe laid 
her hand upon her heart, as if to ſup+ | 
preſs a figh, which I thought had | 
burſt it aſunder—and faintly articu- 
lated, © O! my God! this once ſup- 
port me!“ -I carried them in my 
arms from the carriage to the par- 
K 6 lour 
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Jour—the good woman, who manages 
our little houſhold, had furniſhed out 
a table with all kinds of ſweetmeats, 
jellies, wines, &c. with which, and 
her agreeable civility and tenderneſs, 
{ſhe entertained and revived them; 
1 I went up ſtairs to prepare my 
friend, who was unable to riſe from 
. chair.ä— He was dreſſed in a new 


® Cait of his favourite colours, made for 


the occaſion, and with a deſign, he 
ſaid, to conceal his decay, which all 
his other clothes ſo evidently diſco- 
vered.— Alas! he did not conſider 
that death had fixt his mark inde- 


libly on every limb, and on every 


feature yet in this ſituation he re- 


tained all that elegance and agree- 
ableneſs 
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neſs which fo greatly diſtinguiſh him 
above all mankind. “Give me your 
hand,” he ſaid “ lead me to the par- 
lor, and let me teſtify to theſe two an- 
gels how grateful my ſoul is for the 
bleſſings which their preſence bring 
to me—I am quite renewed—and 
ſtrengthened.”—T took one arm, his 
ſervant the other, and we ſupported 
him to the top of the ſtairs—he could 
get no farther—© take me back,” he 
ſaid, © it will not do—this machine 
will work no longer—the wheel at 
the ciſtern is broken—the fountain is 
dried up—and the filver cord 1s 
looſed. We carried him back, for he 
could not walk, and placed him on a 


ſofa “ Tell them,” he added, “ to 
excuſe 
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excuſe me, I am not able to obey the 
influence of my anxious and longing 
foul—but oh! let me ſee them—ler 
me fold them to my heart white I am 
capable of enjoying ſuch a felicity.”— 
I was afraid of a convulſive affection, 
as he had already experienced two at- 
tacks of that kind returned to the 
parlor Adelina was impatient to ſee 
him Miſs S. equally ſo.— The dear 
girls linked their arms round each 
other, and eſſayed to go. — The old 
lady and I ſupported them between 
us—and, with ſome difficulty, got 
them up ſtairs He attempted to rite 
when we entered the room—it would 
not do—he held out both his hands— 


My better angels,” he exclaimed, 
| £6 and 
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* and are you come to bleſs the 
evening of my life !—Oh! what a 
change, my love! my Adelina ! thus 
_ waſted !—thus fallen! Oh ! my ſweet 
love !”—Joy ſtruggled with debility— 
and he preſſed her to his boſom with 
an energy that I thought him in- 
capable of, —He tenderly and affec- 
tionately embraced Miſs S.“ Hea- 
ven,” he ſaid, © will bleſs you, my 
dear Miſs S. for accompanying and 
countenancing this lovely mourner on 
an action which, though the world 
diſapproves, Heaven vouchſafes to 
juſtify.” He fat between them on the 
ſofa, holding a hand of each, while 
Adelina's head reſted on his arm, 


and her eyes immoveably fixt on his. 
I know 
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—[ know not how to expreſs myſelf 
I never ſaw ſuch a ſcene of pure in- 
conceivable love, reſignation and hap- 
Py tranquillity, —All the various paſ- 
ſions which had diſtinguiſhed their ſe— 
parate characters, ſeemed now to be 
conſolidated and united in one ſoul, 
and in one mind.—Melancholy was 
tranſpoſed into a mild, placid, and 
undiſturbed ſerenity—and a ſolemn, 
ſolid joy pervaded their yet expreſſive 
features —Their feeble and expiring 
fires were concentred into one bright, 
pure, etherial ſpark; and while the 
Divine Spirit aſcended with the flame 
—the mouldering aſhes became more 
tranſparent, beautiful, and pleaſing. 
Adelina ſurely never looked more 
| 5 lovely 
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lovely—nor did Miſs S.—they were 
dreſſed alike in black riding habits— 
and with Mr. C.—formed a group— 
where Friendſhip and Sympathy, on 
one ſide Love and Chaſtity, on the 
other—ſupporting Virtue and Honor; 
gave to the feeling mind a picture 
which far exceeds the poiver of Art 
to delineate.—I thought my heart 
would have burſt, as I ſtood gazing 
with adiniration on theſe three mi— 
racles of humanity.— The ſervants 
wept aloud, their ſenfibility paid the 
tribute of their veneration and regard 
—and it would have been a crime to 
have reproved or repreſſed their ho- 
neſt, well- meant tears. Indeed, my 
dear Madam, I muſt ceaſe I can do 

juſtice 
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_ juſtice to neither „what I ſaw, nor what 
I felt:—You, who know ſo well the 
characters, muſt conceive the extent 
and nature of this melancholy, yet 
happy ſcene, for ſuch it was.— 
I ſent immediately for the phyſi- 
clans, but they could not give me the 
ſmalleſt conſolation—nor promiſe to 
render any relief, —It is impoſſible 
for Mr. C. or Adelina to live many 
 days—and I am ſorry to add, there is 
but little probability that Miſs S. will 
long ſurvive them. 

Mr. S. arrived yeſterday, in good 
health, and very opportunely.— He 
wrote to you the ſame night—and 1 


hope your good ſenſe and fortitude 
wall 
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will not deſert you, in combating this 
trying and ſevere affliction.” — 

[On the 7th of April, Adelina 
wrote letters to her mother and Mrs. 
S,—In one part of ker letter to Mrs. 
8. ſhe accounts for the cauſe of Miſs - 
8.s 1llneſs 
Thus, my dear Mrs. S. 1 
have finiſned with the world, and 


ſhall ſoon ſettle my account with 


Life.— The laſt exerciſe of my pen 
is an obedience to the commands of 
the moſt valuable, and virtuous friend- 
ſhip, that ever bleſſed a mortal ſtate, 
—Your amiable—your dying daugh- 
ter—ſhe, who in Love, Friendſhip, 
and Virtue, ſurpaſſes all human ex- 


cellence.— Our hearts became attach- 
ed 
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ed on our firſt acquaintance. —Age, 
Diſpoſition, and Sentiment, matured 
the union The ſame paſſion actuat- 
ed us and the ſame cauſe has deſtroy- 
ed us. — But, I am thrown far behind 
in the race of Virtue, —lI keep an aw- 
ful diſtance—and only gaze at the 
brightneſs of the example, which I. 
admire, but cannot imitate, Yes, my 
ever dear friend !—your adorable 
daughter felt as I did—ſhe ſaw Mr, 
C.—ſhe loved him—but ſhe was filent 
—ſhe bore in ſecret the anguiſh of 
hopeleſs love—ſhe ſaw her boſom 
friend preferred - ſaw her rejoicing in 
the affections of the very man on 
whom her own ſoul doated and ſooner 
than wound the heart of her friend, 

or 
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or diſtreſs the happineſs of the man 
ſhe adored—her patient and meck ſpi- 
rit ſubmitted without a murmur, to 


Such has 


been her guarded conduct, that I ne- 


this torturing ſituation. 


ver ſuſpected, nor ſhould perhaps have 
known this circumſtance, had not 
your intention to ſeparate us, forced 
the ſecret from her breaf—it is now 
lodged with you, by her own defire. 
Lou ſee that our hearts are united 
by ties, even ſtronger than friendſhip. 
— And in that world, to which we are 
ſo rapidly approaching, our fidelity 
and affection will, I hope, be cement- 


ed in bonds never to be broken nor 


214 THE CURSE OF SENTIMENT, 


LETTER XX, 


MR. HH 10 MRS. S =» © 


Pernai, April 18th, 


TRR ſcene is at laſt cloſed the 
curtain dropt and the lights extin- 
guiſhed—all—all is darkneſs—filence 
and forrow.—-—1 walk through the 


gloomy apartments not a whiſper— 


not a ſigh— not a breathing aſſails me l 
—all is ſtill—and quiet as the grave 
—It was not ſo yeſterday.—I go to ; 
the bed-fide of my once pleafing ; 


friend—T take his cold hand, my 
blood 
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blood chills, and my heart ſickens.— 
| look on his pale viſage—l recollect 
the incidents that have mutually af- 
fected us; where we have been hap- 
py—and where unfortunate, —I num- 
ber over his virtues, and his friend- 
ſhips, and ſay, How warm have 1 
ſeen thy heart in the cauſe of Inno- 
cence and Diſtreſs! kow loud and elo- 
quent have I heard thy tongue in the 
praiſe of Virtue! and, how have I ad- 
mired thy unerring practice in the 
walks of Honour ! and, now all that I 
perceive—all that Reaſon or Religion 
ihew me, is this waſted—this inani- 
mate form—incapable of thought— 
feeling or extenſion.— Thy virtues!— 
thy graces I remember but where 


woah! 
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—ah! where is the ſource that fed 
them?” I turn to another that lays 
by his fide, in all the pomp of pure, 
unſullied virtue and honour—my ſen. 
ſations are the ſame.—I paſs to a third, 
which recalls to my memory, perfec- 
tions that would have lighted up my 
ſoul to love and happineſs—all is 
gone—vaniſhed—and the impreſſions 
which theſe melancholy events have 
created, will never be worn from my 
bleeding heart. 

Grief and diſtreſs of mind will not 
allow me to ſay what I could wiſh.— 
To you, who have long expected, and 
been prepared to meet this affliction, 
nothing more is neceſſary to ſupport 


you in it, than a proper exertion of 
your 
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your own judgment and reaſon—eſpe- 
cially when you know that the laſt 
daysof your daughter and your friends 
were the happieſt in their whole lives. 
As the journey ſhortened—their joy; _ 
increaſed—and when the final period 2 
came, their ſouls ſeemed to diſſolve in ; 
bleſs unutterable -I can cordially join 5 N 
in the exclamation of the wiſe man, | 


Oh! that my latter end may be li 


theirs,” — 

Mr. C— died yeſterday morning 
about 7 o'clock—Adelina about 10 
at night and your amiable daughter 
at 2 o'clock this afternoon. 

Mr. C— went off in a ſweet ſleep 
while I was ſitting by him.—Adelina 
Vor, II. L and 
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and Miſs S— had taken a very ten- 
der and ſolemn leave of him the pre. 
ceding night.— Their rooms were 
only ſeparated by a ſliding partition 
1 2 was occaſionally ſhifted for 
Wo donverſe.— Yeſterday morn- 


8 ing « 5 Mitte before ſeven, Adelina or- 
A ber nurſe to ſlide it back —ſhe 
2 Ef —— 2 the bed- curtain and enquired 


* he did—T told her that he was in a 
very ſound ſleep, thank God !” ſhe 
fald, 1 will try to fit up for half an 

hour, that I may talk with him when 

he awakes —and ſhe ordered the par- 
tition to be ſhut for that purpoſe.— 

In a few minutes I perceived that his 

ſleep had terminated in death—with- 

out 
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our making any viſible change in his 
appearance.—Having compoſed my- 
ſelf as well as I could, I went with 
Mr. S. into the ladies room—Ade- 
lina ſaw by our countenances what 
had happened—a ſmile of benignity 
and joy was mingled with her tears 
—her eyes were directed to Heaven 
and her ſoul ſeemed ſwallowed up in 
ſome ſolemn filent and Divine exer- 
ciſe, She called us to her, took a 
hand of each—ſtill ſmiling — will 
my beſt friends,” ſhe ſaid, *©* cloud 
with their tears, this happy—this pro- 
pitious day! My wedding-day ! My 
C— 1s, ſurely, now my own! Who 
can diſpute my claim ? Take me and 

WE lay 
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lay me by him—for I will hold him 
to my virgin heart—and never more 
will I be parted from him—firſt let 
me dreſs—a bride ſhould at leaſt be 
decent. Will you leave me for a few 
minutes neither of us could anſwer: 
we went into the garden, and in about 
an hour ſhe ſent for us.—She was fit- 
ting in a chair, her attendants ſup- 
porting her ; dreſſed all in white—a 
beautiful plain muſlin robe, elegant- 
ly fancied—and white ribbons—her 
beautiful hair without cover or orna- 
ment—a white ribbon about her neck 
—and a plain gold ring on the mar- 
ried finger. © Iam ready,” ſhe ſaid, 


© convey me to the huſband of my 
ſoul” 
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*ſoul”—ſhe looked rather wildly—no 
perſuaſion could alter her intention. 
The partition was then drawn back, 
and we carried her, in the chair, to the 
bedſide where he lay.—She looked at 
him for ſome time—then took his 
hand and ſaid, I am come my love 
to join you on carth—and ſoon— 
very ſoon will I meet you in Heaven” 
—We held her up, I ſupported her 
while ſhe bowed down and kifled him 
* lay me by him,” ſhe ſaid, you 
ſee I am his wife”—and ſhe held out 
her hand to ſhew the ring.—It was 
with the utmoſt difficulty that we pre- 
vailed on her to be carried back to 
her own bed; and not without pro- 

L 3 miſing 
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miſing to lay her by his fide when 
dead—and till then to keep the par- 
tition open,—Her ſenſes wandered a 
good deal during the day—towards 
the evening ſhe became quite com- 
poſed, and at intervals uttered the 
moſt pleaſing, mournful ſounds—as 
if lulling ſome perſon to reſt—but no 
diſtinct articulation could be perceiv- 
ed—about 9 o'clock, ſhe fell into a 
ſound ſleep, and at 10 ſhe died, —We 
concealed this event from Miſs S.— 
whoſe weakneſs was ſo great that what 
ſhe ſaid could hardly be diſtinguiſh- 
ed.—She died as ſhe had lived—meeKk 
and gentle as a lamb. 
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Thus have they ſeverally finiſhed a 
race of Love, Friendſhip and Honor, 
which ſtands unparralelled on earth ; 
and, they have made a ſacrifice to the 
laws of ſociety the moſt perfect, com- 
prehenfive and complete, that can be 
exacted from human nature.— 

The neceſſary means are get- 
ting ready to ſend their corpſe to Eng- 
land, to be interred as they have di- 
rected, —Mr. C— and Adelina in one 
grave—and your daughter by their 
fide, —The ſpot they have choſen for 
this purpoſe, is cloſe by the tree which 
ſtands in the church-yard at L—. 

Mr. S ſets out on his return to- 
morrow-I am obliged to viſit Lifle— 

but 
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but ſhall be in time to affiſt at the laſt 
and ſolemn ceremony of our unfor- 


tunate friends—. 


iin 
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